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“Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no
place for them. And | saw the dead, small and great, standing
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened,
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to
their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea
gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one
according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in

the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:11-15

There is one Judge whose decisions matter in the universe. That Judge is
God. The population of the world from the beginning of time is about to face
their Maker and Judge. Some will greet their Creator with expressions of

great love and adoration. Many others will not.

Every person who has ever been born will come face to face with God.
Some will meet the merciful God who has forgiven them. God will receive
them to Himself to spend eternity near Him. Some will meet the angry God
who will judge them guilty. God will reject them and they will spend eternity

far from Him.

That is the clear and unmistakable message of God’s Word, the Bible. It
should not be a surprise to anyone who has read the Bible or heard the

true Gospel. | say “true” Gospel because there are many “false” gospels
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that deny the truth that God will judge everyone, “small and great.” Their
denial of the true Gospel and spread of “false” gospels are two of many

things God will reveal to them when He judges from His Throne.

The Book of Life

Then there is the Book of Life. “And anyone not found written in the Book of
Life was cast into the lake of fire.” It is a clear statement that cannot be
confused. “Anyone” not found written in the “Book of Life” will be cast into

the “lake of fire.”

=  Who? “anyone”
s What? “not found written in the Book of Life”

s Where? “cast into the lake of fire”

Is your name written in the Book of Life? Is mine? Given the clear message
of Revelation 20, we need to be sure that our names are “written in the
Book of Life.”

The words “Book of Life” are used eight times in the New Testament.
“And | urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored

with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow

workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.” Philippians 4:3
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“‘He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and | will not
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but | will confess his name

before My Father and before His angels.” Revelation 3:5

“All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world.” Revelation 13:18

“The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the
bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth
will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the
foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not,

and yet is.” Revelation 17:8

‘And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by

the things which were written in the books.” Revelation 20:12

“‘But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes
an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
Book of Life.” Revelation 21:27

“... and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from
the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”
Revelation 22:19
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The Book of Life is real. It actually exists in Heaven. Who controls the Book
of Life? God.

God The Judge

God also controls all final judgments. People have had a high view of
themselves for thousands of years. They often see themselves as the final
judge in a variety of matters. Not true. God is the final Judge. The way
people have judged matters during their lives will be brought forth as

evidence before God as He sits on His Throne.

When we say “God” will judge, who do we mean? Will it be God in Three
Persons (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) judging together as One on the
Throne? It shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone who has read the New
Testament that Jesus Christ, God the Son, will judge from His Throne — a
Throne given Him by God the Father. We must be careful to note that
Christ’s Judgement is consistent with the Will of His Father. God the Son is
not a rogue judge. He judges righteously and in full agreement with God
the Father.

Here’s how Jesus explained it —

“‘Most assuredly, | say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but
what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also
does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all

things that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works
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than these, that you may marvel. For as the Father raises the dead
and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to whom He will. For
the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the
Son, that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He
who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent
Him. Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come
into judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most assuredly, |
say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear
the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. For as the
Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in
Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also,
because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is
coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and
come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life,
and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. |
can of Myself do nothing. As | hear, | judge; and My judgment is
righteous, because | do not seek My own will but the will of the Father
who sent Me.” John 5:24-30

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will
be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the
sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will
say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father,

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
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world: for | was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you
gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me in; | was naked and
you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was in prison and
you came to Me.” ‘Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord,
when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You
drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked
and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come
to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, | say
to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me.” “Then He will also say to those on the left
hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels: for | was hungry and you gave Me no
food; | was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; | was a stranger and
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in
prison and you did not visit Me.” ‘Then they also will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He will
answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” And
these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.” Matthew 25:31-46

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Assuredly, | say to you that it is
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again | say
to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When His disciples heard

it, they were greatly astonished, saying, ‘Who then can be
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saved?’ But Jesus looked at them and said to them, ‘With men this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Then Peter
answered and said to Him, ‘See, we have left all and followed You.
Therefore what shall we have?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Assuredly |
say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the
throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children
or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit

eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
Matthew 19:23-30

Here’s what Paul said about it —

“Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on
which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He

has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him
from the dead.” Acts 17:30-31

Anyone who has read the New Testament thoroughly should know that
Jesus Christ will judge those who believe in Him. He will not judge us for
our “sins” since He paid the price for our sins with His Blood on the Cross.
In the words of Jesus and the Apostle Paul —

“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the
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name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation,
that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should
be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” John
3:18-21

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God ... For when we were still without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to
die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
Him.” Romans 5:1-2, 6-9

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the
Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me
free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in
that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in

the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
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us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”
Romans 8:1-4

‘In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, in which you also
were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised
Him from the dead. And you, being dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him,
having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting
of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And
He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of

them, triumphing over them in it.” Colossians 2:11-15

So, if believers are not judged for their sins, how will Jesus judge them? It
will be according to what we do with what we have received from the

gracious generosity of Christ that began with our salvation. Paul wrote —

“For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we
live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore,
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ
died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead
and the living. But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you
show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: ‘As | live, says the

Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to
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God.” So then each of us shall give account of himself to
God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather
resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our

brother’s way.” Romans 14:7-13

“‘Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be
found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that | should be
judged by you or by a human court. In fact, | do not even judge
myself. For | know of nothing against myself, yet | am not justified by
this; but He who judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing
before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the
hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts.

Then each one’s praise will come from God.” 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

“Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well
pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” 2 Corinthians
5:9-10

Jesus said clearly in His Revelation to John the Apostle that He will come

soon to give rewards based on people’s “work.”

“And behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give

to every one according to his work. | am the Alpha and the Omega,
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the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” Revelation
22:12-13

Paul often referred to the life of a Christian as a “race” to be won or a
“battle” to be fought. Jesus offers rewards to those who believe in Him as
part of the amazing journey that is the Christian life.

‘Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And
everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now
they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable
crown. Therefore | run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus | fight: not as
one who beats the air. But | discipline my body and bring it into
subjection, lest, when | have preached to others, | myself should

become disqualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

“You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. And the things that you have heard from me among many
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach
others also. You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the
affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a
soldier. And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned
unless he competes according to the rules. The hardworking farmer
must be first to partake of the crops. Consider what | say, and may

the Lord give you understanding in all things.” 2 Timothy 2:1-7
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“‘And see, now | go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies
in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. But none of
these things move me; nor do | count my life dear to myself, so that |
may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which | received from
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” Acts
20:22-24

“For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of
my departure is at hand. | have fought the good fight, | have finished
the race, | have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give
to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved

His appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:6-8

Jesus spoke about a future “day of judgment” during His earthly ministry.

He should know since He will be the Judge on that day.

“Assuredly, | say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!”
Matthew 10:15

“‘But | say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will
give account of it in the day of judgment.” Matthew 12:36
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Christ’s apostles also spoke of that day of judgment.

“But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you
are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation
of the righteous judgment of God, who ‘will render to each one
according to his deeds ... in the day when God will judge the secrets

of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.” Romans 2:5-6, 16

“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting,
because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of
you all abounds toward each other, so that we ourselves boast of you
among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your
persecutions and tribulations that you endure, which is manifest
evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; since it is a
righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble
you, and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be
glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe,
because our testimony among you was believed.” 2 Thessalonians
1:3-10
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“... then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of
judgment, and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the
lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous,

self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries.” 2 Peter
2:9-10

“‘But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same
word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of

ungodly men.” 2 Peter 3.7

“‘But | want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord,
having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed
those who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep
their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great
day; as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar
manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality
and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering

the vengeance of eternal fire.” Jude 1:5-7

“‘Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who
sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His
head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew
except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His

name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed
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in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out
of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself
treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” Revelation 19:11-16

Why This Topic?

Some may wonder why | chose the topic of God's Judgment for a
Gracelife Ebook. Isn’t GracelLife supposed to be “Thoughts About God’s
Amazing Grace”? That’s correct. So, why an Ebook about future judgment
and the lake of fire when the focus should be on God’s love? Isn't God’s
love and giving us what we want all we need to know about His amazing

grace?

That thinking is why | wrote on this topic. The future Judgment of God
written about in the Bible is not a subject many Christian preachers and
teachers address today. They think that if we just focus on what they see as
God’s love everything will be good. Many view God as a jolly old guy in the
sky who only wants to give us what we want. The idea of ever judging

anyone is the farthest thing from God’s mind. Right?

That’s bad theology on several levels. It emphasizes the “Savior” part while
leaving out the “Lord” part of Jesus’ identify. If we do not tell people about
Jesus’ soon return to judge, we are telling only a part of the important story

Christ has given to His Church. He has charged every disciple to teach
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‘everything” He has commanded us, not just the parts disciples like to
believe.

“‘And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that |
have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end
of the age.” Amen.” Matthew 28:18-20

As we’ve seen in this article, the Words of Christ in the New Testament are
clear. Jesus loved the world so much that He died to pay the penalty for sin
and record the names of those who believe in Him in the Book of Life. He
hates sin so much that He will judge those who do not believe in Him and

are not written in the Book of Life.

The choice is for each of us to make. We can choose to believe the whole
counsel of God or only the parts we like; which reminds me of something
the Apostle Paul said to leaders of a local church almost 2,000 years ago —

“‘And indeed, now | know that you all, among whom | have gone
preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. Therefore |
testify to you this day that | am innocent of the blood of all men. For |
have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of
God. Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the

church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For | know
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this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you,
not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years | did

not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.” Acts 20:25-31

The savage wolves are in many churches and denominations today and
have ravaged millions of souls. Many men and women have risen up in
these last days, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
themselves. Many, many teachers and preachers did not keep watch over
God'’s flock and let terrible things happen to the Church our Lord is building.

How sad that is given all Jesus has done for us.

The Gospel of Christ is not up for discussion or debate. It is what Jesus
says it is. The Gospel of Christ is no longer what many people hear when
they attend church services. It's not what they hear when they attend Bible
studies or seminars or attend grand conferences. What they hear is often a
perverted, watered-down gospel that has no power to save anyone from
the Judgement of Christ that will soon be upon them. Paul wrote these

words to the churches in Galatia —

‘I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you
in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but
there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of
Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him

be accursed. As we have said before, so now | say again, if anyone
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preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let
him be accursed. For do | now persuade men, or God? Or do | seek
to please men? For if | still pleased men, | would not be a

bondservant of Christ.” Galatians 1:6-10

Why write an Ebook like this? Because it is the truth — and the Truth will

make us free.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by

Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

GracelLife © 2018



