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A Christian who determines to spend their life 
as an ‘apologist’ is committing to a life-long 
‘defense’ of the Christian worldview. That 
includes the existence of God, reliability of 
Scripture, and the life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ.
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Attacks on Christianity

The attacks on Christianity have increased tremendously 

since I left atheism for theism and Christianity 50 years 

ago. Some of that is because of increased online 

communication (e.g. email, posted comments, social 

media) with atheists and other non-Christians, but there is 

also a growing hostility toward the Christian worldview at a 

societal level.

How should Christian apologists respond to the hostility 

day after day, month after month, year after year? There is 

a secret to ‘defending’ the Faith longterm and we learn 

that secret from the greatest ‘faith defender’ of all history.

Jesus Christ came from Heaven to earth as both a servant 

and a ‘faith’ defender. He demonstrated and taught that 

His great secret to both service and faith defense was 

‘love.’
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love 

your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 

those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 

use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of 

your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on 

the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 

and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, 

what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors 

do the same?  And if you greet your brethren  only, 

what do you do more  than others? Do not even the 

tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, 

just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 

5:43-48

Jesus did love His enemies. He did bless those who 

cursed Him. He did do good to those who hated Him. He 

did pray for those who spitefully used Him and persecuted 

Him.
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“There were also two others, criminals, led with Him 

to be put to death. And when they had come to the 

place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the 

criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the 

left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they do.” Luke 23:32-34

Love for people is at the ‘heart’ of why God the Father sent 

God the Son to suffer and die.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not 

send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

that the world through Him might be saved.” John 

3:16-17



Life of an Apologist On the Importance of Love  of 7 26

Jesus expressed the ‘love of the Father’ by loving people 

‘to the end.’

“Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus 

knew that His hour had come that He should depart 

from this world to the Father, having loved His own 

who were in the world, He loved them to the end.” 

John 13:1

Jesus is our greatest example of a ‘faith defender’ who 

knew the secret of loving people more than He loved 

Himself. He pointed to His own ‘sacrificial love’ as a model 

for all Christians to follow

“This is My commandment, that you love one another 

as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than 

this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. You are 

My friends if you do whatever I command you.”
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Loving God and others is at the very core of what makes a 

Christian apologist ‘like Christ.’

“Jesus said to him,  ‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

m i n d . ’  T h i s i s  t h e  fi r s t a n d g r e a t 

commandment. And  the  second  is  like it: ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two 

commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Matthew 22: 37-40

Jesus called on His followers to love others as He loved 

them, even as the Father loved Him.

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide 

in My love.  If you keep My commandments, you will 

abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 

commandments and abide in His love.” John 15:9-10
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So, how did the followers of Jesus Christ do while 

‘defending the faith’ in the years following the Lord’s return 

to His throne in Heaven? Did they dip into the 

secret  Jesus taught them about loving their enemies, 

blessing those who cursed them, doing good to those who 

hated them, and praying for those who spitefully used and 

persecuted them?

The answer is a resounding YES! The followers of Jesus 

Christ defended the faith valiantly and  sacrificially and 

‘love’ for God and others was their secret for strength, 

courage and longevity.
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Say the Secret Words

Dear friend, as you fight the daily battles that are part of 

defending the Christian worldview and feel the pressure 

that we all feel to respond in ways we know do not 

demonstrate the ‘Spirit of Christ,’ here are words of deep 

spiritual insight to say out loud and in your heart that will 

help you love God and others with all your life.

I recommend you focus on one Scripture section each day 

for the next twelve days and meditate on the secrets within 

each verse. Dive deep into the secret of ‘love’ and see 

how it both prepares and restores you for this wonderful 

ministry of Apologetics. I believe you will find this exercise 

a great help to your ministry and something you will want 

to repeat through the years.
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Day One

“Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 

furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 

hand of God, who also makes intercession for 

us.  Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is 

written: ‘For Your sake we are killed all day long; We 

are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Yet in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through 

Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 

powers, nor things present nor things to come,  nor 

height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be 

able to separate us from the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:34-39
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Day Two

“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for 

he who loves another has fulfilled the law.  For the 

commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You 

shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not 

bear false witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if  there 

is any other commandment, are all summed up in this 

saying, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore 

love is the fulfillment of the law.” Romans 13:8-10
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Day Three

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 

angels, but have not love, I have become sounding 

brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift 

of  prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could 

remove mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 

poor,  and though I give my body to be burned,  but 

have not love, it profits me nothing.  Love suffers 

long and  is kind; love does not envy; love does not 

parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, 

does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no 

evil;  does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 

truth;  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.  Love never fails. But 

whether  there are  prophecies, they will fail; 

whether  there are  tongues, they will cease; 
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whether  there is  knowledge, it will vanish away. For 

we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when 

that which is perfect has come, then that which is in 

part will be done away. When I was a child, I spoke as 

a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 

but when I became a man, I put away childish 

things.  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 

face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know 

just as I also am known. And now abide faith, hope, 

love, these three; but the greatest of these  is  love.” 1 

Corinthians 13:1-13
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Day Four

“Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be 

strong.  Let all  that  you  do  be done with love.” 1 

Corinthians 16:13-14

“We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may 

not be blamed.  But in all  things  we commend 

ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in 

tribulations, in needs, in distresses,  in stripes, in 

imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, 

in fastings; by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, 

by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the 

word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of 

righteousness on the right hand and on the left,  by 

honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as 

deceivers, and  yet  true;  as unknown, and  yet  well 

known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, 

and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
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as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 

and yet possessing all things.” 2 Corinthians 6:3-10
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Day Five

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

l o n g s u f f e r i n g , k i n d n e s s , g o o d n e s s , 

faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control. Against such 

there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And 

walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweet-smelling aroma.” Ephesians 5:1-2
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Day Six

“Therefore if  there is any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 

affection and mercy,  fulfill my joy by being like-

minded, having the same love, being of one accord, 

of one mind.  Let  nothing  be done  through selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you 

look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 

interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was 

also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, 

did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but 

made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And 

being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to  the point of  death, 

even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has 

highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 
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above every name,  that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 

earth, and of those under the earth,  and  that  every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ  is  Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:1-11
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Day Seven

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever 

things are noble, whatever things are  just, whatever 

things are pure, whatever things are  lovely, whatever 

things  are  of good report, if  there is  any virtue and 

if  there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these 

things.  The things which you learned and received 

and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of 

peace will be with you.” Philippians 4:8-09
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Day Eight

“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put 

on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, 

longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving 

one another, if anyone has a complaint against 

another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must 

do. But above all these things put on love, which is 

the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule 

in your hearts, to which also you were called in one 

body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And 

whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through Him.” Colossians 3:12-17
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Day Nine

“Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  For 

we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 

can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, 

with these we shall be content. But those who desire 

to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 

and  into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown 

men in destruction and perdition.  For the love of 

money is a root of all  kinds of  evil, for which some 

have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and 

pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But 

you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 

gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 

eternal life, to which you were also called and have 

confessed the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses.” 1 Timothy 6:6-12
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Day Ten

“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be 

serious and watchful in your prayers. And above all 

things have fervent love for one another, for ‘love will 

cover a multitude of sins.’  Be  hospitable to one 

another without grumbling. As each one has received 

a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of 

the manifold grace of God.  If anyone speaks,  let him 

speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers,  let 

him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in 

all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 

to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever 

and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:7-11
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Day Eleven

“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add 

to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge 

self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 

perseverance godliness,  to godliness brotherly 

kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these 

things are yours and abound,  you  will be neither 

barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these things is 

shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten 

that he was cleansed from his old sins.” 2 Peter 1:5-9
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Day Twelve

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life 

for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren.  But whoever has this world’s goods, and 

sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from 

him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little 

children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in 

deed and in truth. And by this we know that we are of 

the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. For 

if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our 

heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our heart does 

not condemn us, we have confidence toward 

God.  And whatever we ask we receive from Him, 

because we keep His commandments and do those 

things that are pleasing in His sight. And this is His 

commandment: that we should believe on the name 

of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He 

gave us commandment.” 1 John 3:16-23
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May God richly bless you as you serve Him!

“Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 

Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.”

Faith Defense ©


