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We come now to the 8th Chapter of Romans. | think of it as
the ‘Great Crescendo’ of Paul’s teaching about Jesus Christ
and the Law. It reminds me of what the Apostle John wrote in

his Gospel account -

For the law was given through Moses, but grace

and truth came through Jesus Christ. John 1:17

Paul used the word ‘law’ more than 60 times in chapters 1 -
7. About a third of those uses were just in chapter 7. The
word ‘sin’ is used more than 50 times in chapters 1 - 7, and
connected to ‘death’ more than 10 times. Paul made his

point extremely well —

“For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions
which were aroused by the law were at work in our

members to bear fruit to death.” Romans 7:5
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Where will Paul take his readers from there? In Chapter 8 the
apostle brought all that he had written so far in his letter to
the Christians in Rome to a great crescendo. One important
aspect to notice is the important part the Holy Spirit will play
in Chapter 8. While Paul mentioned the Spirit only a few
times in chapters 1 — 7, he mentioned the Spirit almost 20
times just in chapter 8. The apostle is turning an important
spiritual corner that impacts salvation; a corner we must not

miss.
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Verse 1

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who
are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the
flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the

law of sin and death.

oudEV aPA VUV KATAKPIPA TOIG €V XPLOTW INCOU Mn
KOTA OOPKA TIEPITTATOUCLY OAAQ KATA TIVELHUA O Yyap
VOUOG TOu Tvevpatog TtnG Cwng &v XPLOTW oo
NAELOEPWOEV PE ATIO TOUL VOUOU TNG AMAPTIAC Kal TOU

Bavatovu

It's always important to remember that Romans was a
personal letter, sent by the Apostle Paul to Christians in
Rome. Paul did not include chapter and verse numbers in his
letter. The chapter divisions were added more than a
millennium later by the Archbishop of Canterbury (Stephen
Langton - 13th century AD). Rabbi Mordecai Nathan

formalized divisions of the Old Testament in the 15th century
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AD. Robert Estienne (aka Robertus Stephanus) divided the
New Testament into numbered verses in the 16th century.
That means for centuries Christians found spiritual truths by
reading through entire Books of the Bible and remembering
where to find them without having the benefit of the chapter

and verse references you and | enjoy today.

What this means is that chapters and verses were designed
by men who were not ‘inspired’ by the Holy Spirit. I’'m not
saying that God didn’t lead these men to do what they did or
didn’t approve of their work. I’'m just saying we shouldn’t look
at chapter and verse divisions as ‘inspired’ in the same way
that the Holy Spirit ‘inspired’ the prophets and apostles to
write the Bible. Though Langton, Nathan, and Estienne may
have done a good thing for people interested in reading and
understanding the Bible, we should not hold chapter and
verse designations to any higher position than they deserve.

Helpful, yes. Inspired, no.
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| think you’ll find it helpful to read the previous part of this
study in Romans to remember the verses that lead up to
Chapter 8 -

“I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one
who wills to do good. For | delight in the law of God
according to the inward man. But | see another law
in my members, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members. O wretched man that | am! Who
will deliver me from this body of death? | thank God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind
| myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the

law of sin.”

Remembering those words will help us understand the ‘text

within context’ as we look at Romans 8:1.
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ovdev apa (ouden ara) “there is no therefore” ... the word
‘therefore’ (apa) is an f‘illative particle’ (JH Thayer, Greek-
English Lexicon, p 71) .. one of my Bible teachers some 50
years ago used to say - “anytime you see a ‘therefore’ in
Scripture, ask what it’s there for.” Thayer wrote that the word
meant ‘to join, to be fitted.” Klotz wrote that the word
intimates that, “under these circumstances something either

IS SO or becomes so0.”

Because of what was said before, something else is true. In
this case the truth is that — “now no condemnation to those

who are in Christ Jesus.”

VUV Katakplpya (nun katakrima) “now condemnation”

therefore there is now ‘no condemnation’ .. the word
‘condemnation’ is katakpipa, which means ‘penalty,
punishment’ .. Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:3 that all human
beings “were by nature children of wrath” .. Jesus said in
John 3:18 that “He who believes in Him is not condemned;
but he who does not believe is condemned already, because

he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
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God.” Christians are not ‘condemned’ because they do

‘believe’ in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

This is not the first time Paul mentioned ‘condemnation’ in

Romans .. re-read Romans 3:8, and especially 5:16-19 -

“And the gift is not like that which came through the
one who sinned. For the judgment which came from
one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free
gift which came from many offenses resulted in
justification. For if by the one man’s offense death
reigned through the one, much more those who
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus
Christ. Therefore, as through one man’s
offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous
act the free gift came to all men, resulting in
justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s

obedience many will be made righteous.”
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It’s important to remember that because of Adam’s ‘offense’
judgment came to all men. That resulted in ‘condemnation’ —
the punishment of death and penalties of curses the family of
Adam has endured since his disobedience in the Garden of
Eden. Even as ‘many were made sinners’ by Adam’s
disobedience, ‘many will be made righteous’ by Christ’s
obedience. That is why those who are truly ‘saved’ are not
under condemnation. Christ paid the ‘penalty’ on the Cross,

which is why Paul wrote - “to those who are in Christ Jesus.”

TOLG €V XpLoTw tnoov (tois en Christo lesou) “to those in Christ
Jesus” ... being ‘in’ Christ Jesus is the miracle of salvation ..
upon true ‘belief’ in Christ, the Holy Spirit places us
positionally ‘in’ Christ .. only God knows which humans are
really ‘in’ Christ Jesus and ‘truly saved’ .. someone saying
they are a Christian does not make them a Christian ..
someone ‘walking the aisle,” or saying a particular ‘set of
words,’ or attending ‘certain classes,’ or being ‘baptized,’ or
belonging to a particular ‘denomination,” does not make
someone ‘truly saved’ .. salvation means being ‘in Christ
Jesus’ .. so can we know if we are ‘in’ Christ Jesus? How can

we know if our spiritual ‘position’ is truly ‘in Christ Jesus?
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UN KATA OapKa TEPITATOULOV aAAa Kata mvevpa (mé kata
sarka peripatousin alla kata pneuma) “not according to flesh
who walk but according to Spirit” .. depending on what Bible
version you use, you may notice that these words are not in

Romans 8:1 .. here are some examples —

NIV — “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for

those who are in Christ Jesus”

ESV - “There is therefore now no condemnation for

those who are in Christ Jesus.”

AMP - “Therefore there is now no condemnation [no
guilty verdict, no punishment] for those who are in
Christ Jesus [who believe in Him as personal Lord and

Savior].”

ASV - “There is therefore now no condemnation to

them that are in Christ Jesus.”

HCSB - “Therefore, no condemnation now exists for

those in Christ Jesus.”
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Why is that? Because of the Greek texts translators used.

Here are some examples -

Westcott-Hort New Testament (1881) — oudev apa vuv

KATAKPLUA TOIC EV XPLOTW (NCOU

SBL Greek New Testament - Oudev dpa vov

Katakpipa tolg ev Xplot® 'Incod

Tyndall House Greek New Testament — Oubev dpa

vOv Katdkplpa Tolg v Xplot® 'Incol

| don’t see this as a particularly difficult problem, especially in
light of what Paul wrote in Romans 8:4. The wording in verse
4 supports what the Stephanus New Testament (1550) and
Scrivener New Testament (1894) include in verse 1 — yn Kata

OaPKA TIEPITIATOVOLV OAAQ KATA TIVELHA

that the righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh

but according to the Spirit.
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Since the phrase is repeated in verse 4, I'll address the Greek

in more detail when we come to that part.

Here are some other commentaries you may find helpful in

your study of Romans 8:1.
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Other Commentaries

The first verse of this chapter seems to be an
inference from the whole preceding discussion. The
apostle having established the doctrine of
justification, and answered the objections commonly
urged against it, now asserts his triumphant
conclusion, “There is therefore, etc.; that is to say, it
follows from all that has been said concerning the
believer’s justification by the righteousness of Christ,
and his complete deliverance from the Law as a
covenant, that to him there can be no condemnation.
The design of Paul is not so much to assert the
different functions of the Law and the gospel, as
simply to state the fact in regard to the condition of a
certain class, namely, those who are in Christ. To
them there is no condemnation whatever; not only no
final condemnation, but no condemnation now, from
the moment of their union to Christ, and deliverance
from the curse of the Law. The reason is this: that

Christ hath endured the penalty, and obeyed the
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precept of the Law in their stead. Barnes’ Notes on
the Bible

Believers may be chastened of the Lord, but will not
be condemned with the world. By their union with
Christ through faith, they are thus secured. What is
the principle of their walk; the flesh or the Spirit, the
old or the new nature, corruption or grace? For which
of these do we make provision, by which are we
governed? The unrenewed will is unable to keep any
commandment fully. And the law, besides outward
duties, requires inward obedience. God showed
abhorrence of sin by the sufferings of his Son in the
flesh, that the believer’'s person might be pardoned
and justified. Thus satisfaction was made to Divine
justice, and the way of salvation opened for the

sinner. Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary
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no condemnation: to them which are in Christ Jesus—
As Christ, who “knew no sin,” was, to all legal effects,
“made sin for us,” so are we, who believe in Him, to
all legal effects, “made the righteousness of God in
Him” (2Co 5:21); and thus, one with Him in the divine
reckoning. there is to such “NO CONDEMNATION.”
(Compare Joh 3:18; 5:24; Ro 5:18, 19). But this is no
mere legal arrangement: it is a union in life; believers,
through the indwelling of Christ’'s Spirit in them,
having one life with Him, as truly as the head and the
members of the same body have one life. Jamieson-

Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary

Therefore now

Connecting with Romans 7:25. Being freed through

Jesus Christ, there is therefore no condemnation now.

Condemnation (Katakpiua)

As Romans 5:16, sentence of condemnation.
Vincent’s Word Studies
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condemnation is used exclusively in judicial
settings, as the opposite of justification. It refers to a
verdict of guilty and the penalty that verdict demands.
No sin a believer can commit — past, present, or future
— can be held against him, since the penalty was paid
by Christ and righteousness was imputed to the
believer. And no sin will ever reverse this divine legal
decision. The MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition,
Thomas Nelson, 2019, p 1555
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“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
made me free from the law of sin and death.” Romans
8:2

By this point in Paul’s lengthy letter to Christians living in
Rome he has mentioned the word ‘law’ more than 60 times.
Paul used the word ‘law’ in multiple contexts, which means

we need to be careful in how we understand its usage.

The Greek word for law is vopog. It comes from the word
VEMW which means ‘to parcel out, distribute, divide,
apportion.” Greeks as early as the late 5th century BC used
the word for “The problems of political authority and the
rights and obligations of citizens” (Britannica). Plato and
other philosophers viewed vopo¢ as a process of human
reasoning to discover ‘standards of moral conduct .. which

could then be expressed in specific laws.’
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The writers of the New Testament often used vopog to refer
to the Law that God gave to Israel through Moses (Mosaic
Law). It’'s important to remember that Christians believe in
One God in Three Persons — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
When a New Testament writer refers to God giving the ‘Law’
to Israel, that means Father, Son, and Holy Spirit gave the

Law — not just one member of the Godhead.

Paul used the word vopoc for ‘the Law of God, the law of sin,
the law of sin and death, the law in my members, the law of
my mind, the law of faith,” and ‘the law of the Spirit of life.’
We will see the latter in the next part of our study in Romans
8.
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Verse 2

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has

made me free from the law of sin and death.”

O yap VOUOG TOUL Tveupatog TnG Cwng €V XPLOTW tNOoU
NAELOEPWOEV PE ATIO TOL VOUOU TNG AMAPTIAC KAl TOU

Bavatou

Notice that Paul wrote that one law (‘of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus’) had made him ‘free’ from another law (‘the law
of sin and death’). The idea of ‘freedom’ is also a central
theme of Paul’s letter to the Romans, as well as other letters
he wrote to other 1st century churches (e.g. Galatians,
Corinthians). Here’s a quick reminder about what Paul wrote

to the Romans in chapters 1 - 7:

“being justified freely by His grace through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:24

“But the free qift is not like the offense. For if by the

one man’s offense many died, much more the grace
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of God and the qift by the grace of the one Man,

Jesus Christ, abounded to many.” Romans 5:15

“And the qift is not like that which came through the
one who sinned. For the judgment which came from
one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free
gift which came from many offenses resulted in

justification.” Romans 5:16

“Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment
came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so
through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to

all men, resulting in justification of life.” Romans 5:18

“For he who has died has been freed from sin.”

Romans 6:7

“And having been set free from sin, you became

slaves of righteousness.” Romans 6:18

“For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in

regard to righteousness.” Romans 6:20
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“But now having been set free from sin, and having
become slaves of God, you have your fruit to

holiness, and the end, everlasting life.” Romans 6:22

“For the woman who has a husband is bound by the
law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the
husband dies, she is released from the law
of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives,
she marries another man, she will be called an
adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from
that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has

married another man.” Romans 7:2-3

Notice that Paul used the Greek phrase 6¢w vépog (‘bound
by the law’) as an example to the Romans about their
relationship with the ‘law.” The Greek verb 6¢w was used for
physically binding a person (with chords, ropes, chains, etc.),
in addition to metaphorically in a legal or moral sense. Paul
used the word katapyew (released) to describe the woman as
being ‘freed, cleared, severed, discharged’ from her marriage

relationship after the death of her husband - “if her husband
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dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress,

though she has married another man.”

Paul used that easy-to-understand example to help the
Romans understand the concept of ‘the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus’ making them ‘free from the law of sin and
death.” Both of these laws are real and powerful. The ‘law of
sin and death’ affects every human being. The ‘law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus’ affects only those who ‘believe’
the Gospel of Christ. As Paul wrote in the first chapter of
Romans - “For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

It also connects beautifully back to another early part of

Paul’s letter — ‘the law of faith’ —

“Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law?
Of works? No, but by the law of faith. Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the
deeds of the law.” Romans 3:27-28
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When | quote Romans 8:1 and say that | am no longer under
condemnation, | am not boasting. As Paul wrote, “Where is
the boasting then? It is excluded?” It is not excluded by the
law of works, but by the law of faith. That’s why Paul wrote -
“therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart

from the deeds of the law.”

o yap (for) is important to understand .. it means ‘because,
since’ .. there is ‘no condemnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus’ because (since) ‘the law of the Spirit of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and

death.” What is the ‘condemnation?’

“And this is the condemnation, that the light has come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than

light, because their deeds were evil.” John 3:19
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Paul wrote the Christians in Ephesus that they “were by
nature children of wrath, just as the others,” prior to God
saving them by grace through faith (not of works — Ephesians
chapter 2). Paul wrote in Romans chapter 5 that this
condemnation came through Adam’s ‘offense,” but that
‘justification of life’ came through Christ Jesus — “For as by
one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also
by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous”
(Romans 5:19).

Paul was addressing the greatest gift ever given. He had

already mentioned it earlier in Romans —

“But the free qift is not like the offense. For if by the
one man’s offense many died, much more the grace
of God and the qift by the grace of the one Man,

Jesus Christ, abounded to many.” Romans 5:15

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans
6:23
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Romans 8:2 presents the particular ‘law’ that impacts this
‘free gift’ — “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
made me free from the law of sin and death.” So, what is the
‘law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”? vopog TouL

riveupatog tnG (wng v XPLOTW

Paul wrote earlier in Romans that the Law God gave Israel

from Mount Sinai exposed everyone as a sinner —

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to
those who are under the law, that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world may become quilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no
flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the

knowledge of sin. Romans 3:19-20
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What God did in Christ was ‘free’ sinners through the

beautiful process of ‘justification’ -

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law
is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had
passed over the sins that were previously
committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier

of the one who has faith in Jesus.” Romans 3:21-26
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Paul emphasizes that powerfully in Romans 8:2 -

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has

made me free from the law of sin and death.”
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Other Commentators

Here are some thoughts from other commentators -

The law of the Spirit of life.—A phrase defining more
fully the mode in which the union with Christ becomes
operative in the believer. It begins by imparting to him
the Spirit of Christ; this Spirit creates within him a law;
and the result of that law is life—that perfect spiritual
vitality which includes within itself the pledge of

immortality. Ellicott’'s Commentary for English Readers

For the law — The word “law” here means that “rule,
command, or influence” which “the Spirit of life”
produces. That exerts a control which is here called a
law, for a law often means anything by which we are
ruled or governed; see the notes at Romans
7:21, Romans 7:23. Of the Spirit. | see no reason to
doubt here that this refers to the Holy Spirit. Evidently,
at the close of Romans 8:1, the word has this

reference. The phrase “the Spirit of life” then means
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the Holy Spirit producing or giving life; that is, giving
peace, joy, activity, salvation; in opposition to the law
spoken of in Romans 7 that produced death and

condemnation. Barnes’ Notes on the Bible

The law of the Spirit of life; some understand hereby
the doctrine of the gospel, which is called the law of
the Spirit of life, because it is the ministry of the Spirit
and of life. Others understand the efficacy and power
of that grace and holiness, wherewith the living and
quickening Spirit of God hath filled the human nature
of Christ. Others rather understand a regenerating and
working the new and heavenly life in the soul, with
great power and efficacy. Matthew Poole’s

Commentary

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,....
These words are of difficult interpretation. They may
be understood of the Gospel revealing and declaring
deliverance from the law of Moses; wherefore there
can be “no condemnation”, Romans 8:1, by it. The

Gospel may be designed by “the law of the Spirit of
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life in Christ Jesus”; which may be called a law, not as
succeeding the law of works, by which that is
abrogated; nor as requiring conditions to be
performed, or as enjoining duties to be observed, or
as delivering out threatenings in case of
disobedience; but as it is a doctrine, order, and chain
of truths, as the Hebrew word signifies, and which is
sometimes used for the Gospel, Isaiah 2:3 as
is, Romans 3:27. It may be called the law, or doctrine
“of the Spirit”, because the Spirit is the author of it,
and makes it powerful and effectual to the good of
souls; by it the Spirit of God is conveyed into the
heart; and the substance of it are spiritual things: and
the “law of the Spirit of life”, because it discovers the
way of life and salvation by Christ; is the means of
quickening dead sinners; of working faith in them, by
which they live on Christ, and of reviving drooping
saints; and also it affords spiritual food, for the
support of life: and this may be said to be “in Christ”,
or by him, inasmuch as it comes from, and is
concerning him; he is the sum, the substance, and

subject matter of it. Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible
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The word “for” introduces the reason there is no
condemnation for the believer; the Spirit has replaced
the law that produced only sin and death (7:5, 13) with
a new, simple law that produces life: the law of faith
(8:27), or the message of the gospel, the law of the
Spirit of life. The MacArthur Study Bible, Second
Edition, Thomas Nelson, 2019, p 1555

“The law of the Spirit” means not only a principle of
law, but also the authority which is exercised by the
Spirit. “The Spirit of life” means the Holy Spirit who
brings life because He essentially is life. He is the
Spirit of life. “In Christ Jesus” means that the Holy
Spirit is in complete union with Christ Jesus. Because
the believer shares the life of Christ, He liberates the

believers.
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“The law of sin and death” is the authority that sin had
over our old nature, ending in complete severance of
fellowship with God. That new nature could not break
the shackles at all. Only the coming of a higher
authority and power could accomplish this, namely
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit operates upon the new
nature, which is vitally joined to the life of Christ. The
man in Romans 7, who was joined to the body of the
dead, is now joined to the living Christ also. J. Vernon
McGee, Thru the Bible, Volume IV, p 695

“The law here is not a written law but a regulative
principle which exercises a control over the life of the
believer. This regulative control over his life is
exercised by the Holy Spirit. This control is in the form
of the energy given the believer both to desire and to
do God’s will, this energy coming from the life that
God is, which in the believer is given him by reason of
his position in Christ Jesus.” Kenneth Wuest, Word
Studies in the Greek New Testament, Romans, Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing, 1955, p 129
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Verses 3 -4

“For what the law could not do in that it was weak
through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He
condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do
not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit.” Romans 8:3-4

TO yap aduvatov TOU VOPOU &V w noBevel Ola TG
OAapKOG 0 Be0¢ TOV €AUTOL LIOV TIEPPAC EV OPOLWHATL
OQPKOG QUAPTIAC KAl TIEPL APAPTIAC KATEKPLVEV TNV
AUaPTIAV €V TN OAPKL lva TO OlKAIWHPA TOU VOMOU
MANPWON €V NUIV TOIG PN KATA OapKa TIEPLTATOUOLV

aAAa KaTa Tvevpa
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TO yap aduvatov Tou vopou (to gar adumaton tou nomou) “for
powerless being the law” .. The apostle is driving home a
primary point of his letter to the Romans .. the Mosaic Law
that many people (Jews and proselytes) looked to for
salvation was ‘powerless’ .. that goes back to Paul’s opening
salvo in Romans 1:16 — “For | am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the
Greek” .. the ‘law’ has it’s place in bringing the lost to a
knowledge of sin, but it is powerless to save from sin .. Paul
also addressed the same issue in his letter to the churches in
Galatia .. | recommend you read that short letter for

comparison with what Paul wrote the Romans ..

eV w nobevel Ola TG capkog (en ho ésthenei dia tés sarkos)
“in that it was weak through the flesh” .. the ‘law’ was
powerless because it was ‘weak through the flesh’ .. that’s
quite a contrast to what people have believed for thousands
of years about how to please God (or the gods) .. go back to
the Tower of Babel and what do you see? people making
bricks and baking them thoroughly .. they had brick for stone

and asphalt for mortar .. the people used that to build a city
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for themselves, “and a tower whose top is in the heavens” ..
they wanted to make a name for themselves, “lest we
scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis
11) .. building a city and a high tower is hard work, but it
didn’t accomplish their purpose .. God extended His grace to
Noah and his family, but people wanted to ‘work’ for their
spiritual purposes .. things have not changed in thousands of
years .. what Paul was telling the Romans was that any idea
that people could ‘work, earn, or obey laws’ for their
salvation was powerless, “in that it was weak through the
flesh” .. humans do not have the ability to save themselves ..
they need God’s ‘grace’ to be saved .. why? because only

God can do it .. how did He do it? Paul explained ..
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0 OeoG TOV €aUTOL ULIWOV TIEPPAG €V OUOWWHATL OCAPKOG
apaptiac (ho theos ton esutou huron pempsas en
homoiomati sarkos hamartias) “God of himself Son having
sent in likeness of flesh of sin” .. the first step in HOW God
saves humans is by sending His eternal Son from Heaven to
earth ‘in likeness of flesh of sin’ .. that’s the Incarnation .. as
the Apostle John wrote, “And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John

1:14) .. John also wrote -

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits, whether they are of God; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you
know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and
every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is
the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was
coming, and is now already in the world.” 1 John
4:1-3
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It’s obvious that the Incarnation of the Son of God is vital to
Christianity, but the Apostle Paul made sure the Romans
understood that God’s Son came in the ‘likeness’ of flesh .. in
fact, ‘in likeness of flesh of sin’ .. Christ coming to earth in
flesh has been debated for centuries .. some believed that
Christ’s flesh was really an fillusion’ .. that’'s one of the
reasons the Apostle John made the point he did in both his
Gospel and first letter .. Luke’s Gospel makes it abundantly
clear that the birth of Jesus of Nazareth to a virgin was
unique and unrepeatable .. announced to Mary by the angel
Gabriel who stood in the presence of God (Luke 1:19) —
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One
who is to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35) ..
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The Greek word for ‘likeness’ is opoiwpa (homoidma) and
comes from the verb opoldw (homoidd), which means ‘to
make like, to resemble’ .. the noun that Paul used, opoiwpa,
means ‘resemblance, form, likeness’ .. Paul used the same
word in Philippians 2:7 — “but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness
of men” .. Paul continued to use another word that helps us
understand the idea of ‘likeness’ .. it’'s the word oxrjua
(schéma) and translates as ‘appearance, form, fashion,
external condition’ .. here’s how Paul used the word in a
phrase — “And being found in appearance as a man”
(Philippians 2:8) .. the Son of God came from Heaven to earth
in the ‘appearance, likeness’ of a human being, but without
sin .. that’s what Paul meant when he wrote the Romans,
“God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful

flesh” ..
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The reason this is so important to understand is that the ‘law’
was ‘weak through the flesh’ .. the word ‘weak’ is ésthenei
and means ‘to be without strength, to be sick, weak’ .. if
Jesus had been born with sinful flesh, He could not have
saved us through His flesh .. it was specifically because the
Son of God came in the ‘likeness’ of sinful flesh (appearing
as a man, but not having sinful flesh) that He was able to

save through the physical sacrifice of His body and blood ..

As | mentioned earlier the ‘type’ of flesh Jesus had while on
earth has been debated for centuries .. though | do not
believe that the Holy Spirit ‘inspired’ the writings of Church
Fathers, and | do not agree with all they believed and taught,
| find their writings important from both historical and
theological perspectives in that we see what our ancient
brothers and sisters in churches across the world were
taught, along with how Church theology developed through
the centuries .. the writings also demonstrate how early
Church leaders dealt with a variety of theological challenges
to Christianity .. one of those challenges concerned the
‘flesh’ of Jesus of Nazareth .. here are some of the early

Church Fathers’ comments about that important subject ..
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Early Church Fathers

“If the Father ‘sent his Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh,” it must not be said that the flesh in which he
appeared was illusory.... The Son was sent in the
likeness of sinful flesh in order to redeem our sinful
flesh by a like substance, even a fleshly one, which
bore a resemblance to sinful flesh although it was
itself free from sin.” Tertullian, Against Marcion 5.74,
2nd century AD

“Paul shows that Jesus had the likeness of sinful flesh
but not that he had sinful flesh in the same way we
do. For we are all human beings who have been born
from the seed of a man who has slept with a woman,
and we can only say, along with David, that: ‘In sin my
mother conceived me.” But the one who was born
without contact with a male but only because the Holy
Spirit came upon a virgin and covering her with the
power of the Most High gave birth to a spotless body

which had the same nature as ours but without the
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corruption of sin which is passed on by the act of
conception.” Origen, Commentary on the Epistle to

the Romans, 3rd century AD

“Again it appears as if Paul is criticizing the law, but in
reality he is harmonizing it with Christ. The problem
with the law was that it was too weak to accomplish
what it intended ... And even the law’s weakness was
not its fault but the fault of the flesh, by which he
means not the substance itself but the carnal mind.
Just because Paul says that Christ came ‘in the
likeness of sinful flesh,” you must not think that his
flesh was any different from ours. It was because he
called it ‘sinful’ that he added the word ‘likeness.’ For
Christ did not have sinful flesh but flesh which, though
it was like ours by nature, was sinless.” Chrysostom,

Homilies on Romans 13, 4th century AD
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“What does sinful flesh have? Death and sin. What
does the likeness of sinful flesh have? Death without
sin. ... As such he came — he came as Savior. He died
but he vanquished death. In himself he put an end to
what we feared; he took it upon himself and he
vanquished it — as a mighty hunter he captured and
slew the lion.” Augustine, Sermons for Easter Season,
Homily 233.3, 4th century AD

“God forbid that Paul should ever say that Christ’s
body was made of sinful flesh! Rather, it was in the
likeness of sinful flesh, for although it was similar to
our bodies it can scarcely be compared with them in
the sense that it could not be ill with carnal
uncleanness.” Cyril of Alexandria, Explanation of the

Letter to the Romans, 5th century AD
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“Christ came ‘in the likeness of sinful flesh’ because,
although he took on human nature, he did not assume
human sinfulness ... the only begotten Word of God
broke the power of sin by taking on human flesh and
fulfiled all righteousness, not giving in to the
temptations of sin in any way.” Theodoret of Cyr,
Interpretation of the Letter to the Romans, 5th century
AD

[Translations courtesy of Ancient Christian Commentary On
Scripture, New Testament VI, Romans, InterVarsity Press,
1998]
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Verse 3 continued

KAl TIEPL AUAPTIAC KATEKPLVEV TNV APapPTIav €V TN oapkl (kai
peri hamartias katekrinen ten hamartian en té sarki) “and for
sin condemned sin in the flesh” .. katekrinen means
‘condemned, judged, pass sentence upon, worthy of
punishment’ .. God’s decision to judge and punish sin is
based on His being the Supreme Judge in the universe .. God
handed down laws (rules, regulations) to humans for
thousands of years, but people were not able to keep the
laws .. that’s why God sent His Son in the ‘likeness of sinful
flesh’ .. it was ‘on account of sin’ that God ‘condemned sin in
the flesh’ .. only the Eternal Son of God could take our place

in the ‘judgment for sin’ .. why?



Commentary on Romans “The Gospel of God” 46 of 128

Verse 4

“... that the righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh

but according to the Spirit.”

lva TO SIKAlwPA TOL VOUOUL TIANPWON €v NUIV TOIG PN Kata
oapKa TepLrtatouoty aAAa kata rvevpa (hina to dikaioma tou
nomou plérothé en hémin tois mé kata sarka peripatousin alla
kata pneuma) “so that the righteousness of the law should be
fulfilled in us not according to the flesh walking but according
to the Spirit” .. this is one of the most amazing things Paul
wrote to the Romans and it summed up beautifully his major
theme so far .. the ‘righteous requirement of the law,” which
no one can meet, is ‘fulfilled’ (plérothe — to fulfill, to complete)
in us! How? According to the Spirit. Our ‘walk’ (repirtatolotv
— conduct, manner of living) is different because of what God
has accomplished in us through His Spirit .. we now ‘walk’

according to the Spirit of God.
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Verse 4 connects to verses 1 and 2 and should be
understood in that full context — “There is therefore now no
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not
walk according to the flesh, but according to the
Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has

made me free from the law of sin and death.”

We are who we are and have what we have spiritually
because of God’s Love and Grace — a wonderful aspect of
His Eternal Plan! The Incarnation, Crucifixion, and
Resurrection are why some members of the human race are
no longer under God’s condemnation and judgment, but ‘free
from the law of sin and death.’ It is not because of anything
they did, but because of what God did for them. What does

God require from us? Faith in Christ.

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by
faith.” Romans 1:16-17
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Thanks be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit!

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law
is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had
passed over the sins that were previously
committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier

of the one who has faith in Jesus.” Romans 3:21-26
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Importance of Conjunctions

We don’t often make much of ‘conjunctions’ in the Bible, but
they are important to our understanding of how theological
truths connect. That’s what conjunctions do: they link words,
phrases, or clauses together. It’s important to remember that
Paul did not write his letter to the Romans with chapters and
verse designations. He wrote them as a ‘letter.” Chapters and
verses were added centuries later to make it easier for people

to use the Bible for reading and studying.
Here are the conjunctions we’ve seen so far in Romans 8 -

- verse 1 - ‘therefore’ ‘but’
« verse 2 - ‘for’ ‘and’
« verse 3 - ‘for’ ‘and’

« verse 4 - ‘so that’ ‘but’
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We find more conjunctions in verses 5 — 8:

verse 5 - “for’ ‘however’

verse 6 — ‘for’ ‘but’ ‘and’

verse 7 — ‘because’ ‘for’ ‘for’

1 J

verse 8 —

NOow

Let’s see how these conjunctions help us in connecting the

important theology Paul shared with the church in Rome.
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Verse 5

“For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be
spiritually minded is Ilife and
peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against
God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed
can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot

please God.” Romans 8:5-8

Ol Yap KATA 0apKa OVTEG TA TNG 0aPKOG PpPOVOUTLY Ol
d€ KaTa TIVELPA TA TOU TIVEUPATOG TO yap ¢ppovnua
TNG oapko¢ Bavatog 1o 6 PppovnuUa TOU TIVELHUATOG
(wn Kat €pnvn OlOTL TO ¢povnua TNG CaPKOoG €xBpa
e1¢ Beov T yap VOPw Tou Beov ouy vrtoTacoeTal ovde
yap ouvatat ot 6 &v OapKL ovteg Bew apeoal ou

ouvavtal
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Ol yap Kata capka ovteg (hoi gar kata sarka ontes) “those for
according to flesh being” .. Paul had just written that “the
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us
who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit” .. he’s already used the words ocapka, capkog, or
capki five times in the first four verses of chapter 8 .. they all
come from the Greek word odp€, which was used for ‘flesh,
body, human nature’ .. Paul made the important point in
verse 4 that God sent His Son from Heaven to earth in the
‘likeness’ of sinful flesh .. though Jesus did not sin, we do ..
even Christians commit sins, but Christ’s death for our sins
on the cross made it so that the ‘righteous requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit’ .. the words ot yap in verse 5
link back to verse 4 so that we will be able to understand the

spiritual significance of what Paul is writing ..
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kata sarka points to the continual domination of the flesh ..
the word kata is a preposition that often denotes a sense of
direction .. it can mean ‘according to, down, over against,
throughout, daily, each day’ .. to understand how to
understand this preposition we have to look at both the
grammar and the context .. the use of the present participle
ovteg (‘to be, being, to exist, existing, to be present’) denotes
the idea of being dominated continuously or habitually .. the
context here is of a person being in a continual state of
domination by the flesh .. that is the condition of an unsaved
person who is dominated by an habitual nature of indwelling
sin .. that is the condition Paul explained so well in many of
his church letters (e.g. Ephesians 2:1-3; Philippians
3:18-19) ..
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Ta TNG OAPKOG dpovouoly (ta tés saros phronousin) “the
things of the flesh mind” .. the verb phronousin means ‘to
think, to set one’s mind on, to have a mindset’ .. the word
comes from ¢prjv which also carries the idea of
‘understanding’ .. Paul used the word in the present tense,
indicative mood (the mood of certainty) .. the apostle made a
simple assertion of fact that the unsaved person existed in a
continual, habitual fleshly mindset that seeks for gratification
from the sinful nature .. Paul made that clear earlier in his
letter to the Romans when he wrote - “For we have
previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all
under sin ... There is none righteous, no, not one; There is
none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.
They have all turned aside; They have together become
unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”
(Chapter 3) .. Paul declared that to be the mindset of every
human being .. no one seeks after God, which is what he

reiterated in Romans 8:5 ..
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oL O0€ KaTta Tvevpa Ta Tou mvevuatog (hoi de kata pneuma ta
tou pneumatos) “those however according to the Spirit the
things of the Spirit” .. we come now to another important
conjunction, 6¢, which means ‘however, but’ .. in this context
the apostle used the word to set up a contrast between the
unsaved person whose mind is set on things of the flesh with
the saved person whose mind is set on the things of the
Spirit (ta Tou mvevpatog) .. the reason the saved person has
a mind set on the things of the Spirit is because of the Spirit
(kata Tvevpa) .. no saved person can point to themselves
and boast of their spiritual accomplishment .. all credit and

glory goes to God!

An unsaved person - the person whose mind is habitually set
on the things of the flesh, which come from the evil nature of
being unsaved — does not mean that everything they think
and do would appear to be externally evil .. what it means is
that an unsaved person’s mind dominated by the flesh, so
whatever they think or do comes from the same mindset, the
flesh (capkog) .. | bring that up because many people, saved
and unsaved, view a person’s spiritual condition based on

outward appearance .. that’s not how God views people .. He
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sees and knows the ‘heart’ of every person .. Jesus said this
to people viewed in the Jewish community as righteous
(Pharisees) — “You are those who justify yourselves before
men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly
esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God”
(Luke 16:15) .. God knew that the Pharisees were unsaved ..
He knew that their mindset was continually and habitually on
the desires of the flesh .. it’s important that we do not forget

that as we live our lives and share the Gospel with others ..
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Verse 6

“For to be carnally minded is death, but to be

spiritually minded is life and peace.”

TO yap ppovnua tnG oapkog Bavarog 1o 6 ppovnua

ToL mvevpartog Cwn Kat epnvn

TO yap $ppovnua tnG capkog Bavatog (to gar phronéma tés
Thanatos) “the for mind of the flesh is death” .. many English
translators of the Greek text used the terms ‘carnally minded’
to convey the idea of the ‘mind of the flesh’ .. we saw the
word in Romans 7:14 — “For we know that the law is spiritual,
but | am carnal, sold under sin.” .. the Greek word translated
‘carnal’ is odQpkivoc and means ‘fleshly’ .. the idea of the
word oapko¢ in Romans 8:6 carries the same idea of
direction, which is ‘death’ (Bavatocg) .. while we often think of
death as physical, it can also be spiritual .. when God told
Adam, “but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall

surely die” (Genesis 2:17), the death God warned about
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included both physical and spiritual effects .. the spiritual
death Adam and the human race that came from him would
experience was separation from God .. fortunately, God had a

solution to that problem ..

To 8¢ ¢povnua Touv Ttvevpatro¢ Cwn kKal eipnvn (to de
phronéma tou pneumatos zo€ kai eirené) “the but mind of the
Spirit life and peace” .. the apostle continued to explain the
differences between the unsaved and saved .. while the
unsaved experience spiritual ‘death’ — separation from God -
the saved experience spiritual ‘life and peace’ through the
Spirit of God .. the saved have been united with God through

Christ .. As Paul wrote the Christians in Ephesus -
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“For He Himself is our peace, who has made both
one, and has broken down the middle wall of
separation, having abolished in His flesh the
enmity, that s, the law of
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to
create in Himself one new man from the
two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile
them both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby putting to death the enmity. And He came and
preached peace to you who were afar off and to those
who were near. For through Him we both have
access by one Spirit to the Father.” Ephesians
2:14-18
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Verse 7

dloTlL TO ¢Ppovnua TNG oapkog exBpa eic Beov (dioti to
phronéma tés sarkos echthra eis theon) “because the mind of
the flesh is hostility toward God” .. here we find another
conjunction, &iott (‘because, for, therefore’) that connects
Paul’s thinking from verse 6 .. it helps the reader better
understand the apostle’s theological point .. the habitual
mindset of the unsaved is in a position of hostility toward
God (exbpa el Beov) .. the word exBpa means ‘enmity,
alienation, hatred’ .. it comes from the word €xBpoc (‘enemy,
hostile’) .. the idea is one of ‘opposition’ to someone or
something .. God told Satan in the Garden of Eden that ‘I will
put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your
seed and her Seed’ (Genesis 3:15) .. God demonstrated that
opposition and hostility through a series of ‘laws’ (rules,
regulations) that He gave to humans over a period of

thousands of years .. how did people respond to God’s laws?
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TW yap vouw Tou Beou ovy vrtotacoetal ovde yap duvatal (to
gar nomo tou theou ouch hupotassetai oude gar dunatai) “to
for the law of God not it is subject nor even for can it be” ..
we see that with Adam and Eve .. God gave them one
command (‘law’) that they quickly disobeyed when Satan
tested them .. we see that with how Cain disobeyed God
through the murder of his brother Abel .. we see that with the
early centuries of the human race when it was said during the
days of Noah — “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis
6:5) .. God destroyed the earth with water, but kept Noah and
his family alive and gave them very basic laws for life in the
post-flood world .. however, God knew what was coming and
said - “Then the Lord said in His heart, ‘I will never
again curse the ground for man’s sake, although
the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Genesis
8:21) .. people’s ‘thoughts’ are evil from childhood, which is
exactly what Paul wrote to the Romans .. unsaved people are
not subject (umotacoetar — a military term meaning ‘to
arrange in order under, be submissive, be subordinate to a

higher authority) to God .. why? because it is impossible for
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them to do so .. ovde yap duvartal, ‘nor even for can it be’ ..
the ‘fleshly mind’ is in permanent revolt against God .. they
cannot please God and will not please Him through any
attempt of the flesh .. so many religions focus on gaining the
approval of one or more ‘gods’ through ‘works of the flesh,’

but it is impossible to accomplish that with the One True God
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Verse 8

oL Og ev 0apKlL ovteg Bew apeoal ov duvvavtal (hoi de en sarki
ontes theo aresai ou dunantai) “those now in the flesh being
God to please not are able” .. Paul continued his thought and
explained why unsaved people cannot please God .. they are
not ‘able’ .. the Greek word is duvavtal and means they lack
the ‘power, the ability’ to accomplish it .. the ‘power’ of
salvation comes from God and only from God .. “For | am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also
for the Greek” (Romans 1:16) .. the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
the ‘power’ (duvaulg — ‘ability, strength, might’) of God to
salvation (owtnpia - ‘deliverance, preservation, safety’) to
‘everyone’ who ‘believes’ (riiotevbw — ‘trust in, have faith in,

believe in’).
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The editors of Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture,
New Testament, Romans, shared these thoughts about how
the early Church Fathers viewed this next portion of Romans
8 -

“The body is dead because is it mortal, but the spirit
is alive if Christ dwells in us. The perspective of the
Fathers was eschatological, and they frequently
spoke in terms of future fulfillment. The Fathers were
intrigued by the juxtaposition of the terms ‘Spirit of
God’ and ‘Spirit of Christ’ in Romans 8:9. It was clear
to most of them that this is the one Holy Spirit, the
third person of the Trinity, and they interpreted the text
accordingly. The Holy Spirit who raise Jesus from the
dead has the power to give us new life as well. On
earth he fills us with the wisdom, peace and
righteousness of Christ, but all of this is merely in
preparation for the great resurrection on the last day.”

New Testament VI, InterVarsity Press, 1998, p 203
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Verse 9

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does

not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

VUEIC 6E OUK €OTE €V OAPKL OAA €V TIVELUATL EITIEP
TIVELPIA BE0L OIKEL €V LULV €L OE TIG TIVELHA XPLOTOL OUK

E€XEL OUTOC OUK ECTLV ALUTOL

VUEIC OE OUK €0TE €V OAPKL AAA €V TIVELUATL EITIEQ TIVELHA
Beov olkel ev vy (humeis de oui este en sarki all en
pneumati eiper pneuma thou oikei en humin) “you now not
are in flesh but in Spirit if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you” .. Paul again goes to conjunctions to help his readers
understand how he connects to his previous idea .. “So then,
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are
not in the flesh but in the Spirit” .. unsaved people cannot
please God .. there’s no work they can do to please God ..
they cannot earn God’s pleasure .. ‘but,” Paul wrote to the

Christians in Rome, “you are not in the flesh but in the
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Spirit” .. those who have been ‘saved’ are ‘in the Spirit’ .. that
is a remarkable relationship, to be ‘in the Spirit’ .. how does

that happen? Paul already addressed that in this context —

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those
who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to
the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free
from the law of sin and death. For what the law could
not do in that it was weak through the
flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in
the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to

the flesh but according to the Spirit.” Romans 8:1-4
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Trying to work or earn one’s way to salvation is a waste of
time and energy because of the weakness of the ‘flesh’ ..
God did what the law could not do “by sending His own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin” .. unsaved
become saved through faith in Christ — that’s God’s eternal
plan — there is no other way .. As Jesus said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me” (John 14:6) ..

Paul’s declaration of “if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you” is most interesting .. it’s a way of emphasizing his point
of being ‘in the Spirit’ .. the word for ‘dwell’ (oikel) is present
tense, indicative mood, active voice .. we are ‘in the Spirit’ if
the ‘Spirit dwells’ in us .. that’s supernatural — beyond
anything the natural man can accomplish through natural
means .. only God can accomplish that .. the word ‘dwells’ is
olkel and means ‘inhabits a place, lives in, resides in’ .. Paul
asked the Corinthians, “Do you not know that you are the
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1
Corinthians 3:16) .. Paul went on to help the Corinthians
understand that being ‘the temple of God’ because the Spirit
of God lived in them meant that they belonged to God in a



Commentary on Romans “The Gospel of God” 68 of 128

unique relationship — “Or do you not know that your body is
the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have
from God, and you are not your own?” (1 Corinthians 3:19) ..
that’s important for God’s people to understand .. we’ve been
bought with a price and belong to God - “For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Corinthians 3:20) .. as Paul
reminded the Ephesian elders, “Therefore take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of
God which He purchased with His own blood.” (Acts 20:28) ..
as Paul wrote the Ephesian Christians about what God did
for them - “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His
glory.” (Ephesians 1:13-14) .. saved people are ‘sealed’ with
the Holy Spirit of promise .. the idea of being ‘sealed’
(oppayiCw - ‘marked with a seal or signet signifying

ownership’) means we belong to God .. the Holy Spirit living
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in each believer is how God determined before time began to

mark those who were His ..

€l 6€ TIG TIVELHA XPLOTOUL OUK EXEL OUTOG OUK £0TIV ALTOU (ei de
tis pneuma Christou ouk echo houtos ouk estin autou) “if
however anyone if the Spirit of Christ not has he not is of
him” .. Paul uses another conjunction (6 — ‘however, but’) to
demonstrate that the unsaved person does not have the Holy
Spirit living in them .. anyone can claim to be a Christian, but
only those who have the Holy Spirit living in them are true
Christians .. how can you tell if the Holy Spirit is living inside

someone? ..

Paul gave the Galatians some insight into that in his letter to

them ..

| say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill
the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the
things that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit,

you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh
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are evident, which are: adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred,
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which | tell you
beforehand, just as | also told you in time past,
that those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.” Galatians 5:16-21

Paul reminded the Ephesian Christians that they - “were
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth), finding out what is acceptable to
the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:8-10)
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‘Fruit’ grows from within where the Spirit dwells .. in the
context of identifying ‘false prophets,’ Jesus said — “You will
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from
thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know
them.” (Matthew 7:16-20) .. can Christians be fooled by
someone pretending to be saved? Yes. That’s why we find so
many warnings about that in the Bible. It’'s important that
every true believer learn everything they can about how the
Spirit impacts a saved person, then be on the lookout for any
signs of perversion .. unsaved people can ‘fake’ knowing

God for only so long before their lies are uncovered ..
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Other Commentaries

“The ‘ye’ is emphatic. The Greek verb carries its own
person in its ending, and does not need a pronoun to
indicate the person acting in the verb. Consequently,
when a pronoun is used with a verb, it is used for
emphasis or contrast. Paul had just spoken of those
who were in the sphere of the flesh, that is, within the
grip of the evil nature, namely, the unsaved.” Kenneth
Wuest, Word Studies in the Greek New Testament,
Romans, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
1955

“But ye — Who are vitally united to Christ, who are in
him, by living faith, and new creatures; are not in the
flesh — Not in your unpardoned, unrenewed state, not
carnally minded; but in the Spirit — Under his
government, and spiritually minded, and therefore are
accepted of God, and approved of by him; if so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you — For wherever he

dwells, he reigns, regenerates the soul, and makes it
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truly holy. Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ — Thus residing in him, and governing him,
whatever he may pretend; he is none of his — Not a
disciple or member of Christ; not a Christian; not in a
state of salvation. A plain, express declaration, which
admits of no exception. He that hath ears to hear, let

him hear.” Benson Commentary

“Such is not your case—if at least the Spirit of God
and of Christ dwells in you, as it should in every

Christian.

Dwell in you.—This expression is the complement of
the other “to be in the Spirit,” “to be in Christ.” It
denotes the closest possible contact and influence of
spirit upon spirit. No mysticism, however vivid and
intense, can really go beyond this without infringing
the bounds of personality, and contradicting the direct
testimony of consciousness.” Ellicott’s Commentary

for English Readers
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“The Spirit of God dwell in you; the Spirit of God
dwells in the regenerate, not only by the immensity of
his presence, so he is every where and in all things;
but by the presence and efficacy of his grace. The
indwelling of the Spirit in believers denotes two

things:

1. His ruling in them: where a man dwells as Lord,

there he doth command and bear rule.

2. His abiding in them, and that for ever, John 14:16.

If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his; if he has not the same Spirit which in the former
part of the verse is called the Spirit of God: it is
called the Spirit of Christ, because it proceeds from
him, and is procured by him, John 14:26 John
16:7 Galatians 4:6. When he saith such a one is none
of Christ’s, he means, that he doth not peculiarly
belong to Christ, he hath no special interest in him, is
no true member of him. As a merchant sets his seal

upon his goods, so doth Christ his Spirit upon his
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followers, Ephesians 1:13.” Matthew Poole’s

Commentary

“that the Spirit of God dwell in you; the inhabitation of
the Spirit is a distinguishing character of a regenerate
man; which is to be understood not of his
omnipresence, nor of a participation of his gifts,
whether ordinary or extraordinary: nor does the Spirit
of God only dwell in his people by his graces, but in
person as in office, and in a way of special favour; as
a spirit of illumination, regeneration, sanctification,
and faith, as a comforter, a spirit of adoption, an
intercessor, and as a pledge and seal of happiness:
which inhabitation is personal; is not peculiar to him
to the exclusion of the Father and of the Son; is
expressive of property and dominion; is not confined
to the souls of men, for he also dwells in their bodies;
it is operative, powerful, and perpetual; it is the
security of the saints’ perseverance, and the pledge of
their resurrection and future glory. This is owing not to
any goodness in them, or to any fithess and

preparations of theirs to receive him; but to a federal
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union to Christ and relation to him, to our Lord’s
ascension and intercession, and to the love and grace
of the Father; and this proves a man to be a
regenerate man, to be in the Spirit, and not in the
flesh; for the Spirit of God is never in this sense in an
unregenerate man, nor is he in any such sense
without his grace; so that the indwelling of the Spirit is
the grand evidence of relation to God, of an interest in
Christ and union to him, and of a man’s state and
condition God-ward.” Gill’s Exposition of the Entire
Bible

“dwells: Refers to being in one’s own home. The Spirit
of God makes His home in every person who trusts in
Jesus Christ. Cf. 1 For. 6:19, 20; 12:13. When there is
no evidence of His presence by the fruit He produces
(Gal. 5:22, 23), a person has no legitimate claim to
Christ as Savior and Lord.” The MacArthur Study
Bible, Second Edition, Thomas Nelson, 2019, p 1556
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“And if Christ is in you, the body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through His

Spirit who dwells in you.” Romans 8:10-11

el 6€ XPLOTOC €V LUV TO PEV WA VEKPOV Ol
auapTiav to 6 mnvevpa Cwn Ola dikaitoouvvnv
el 6 TO TIVELPA TOU EYEIPAVTIOC INOOLV €K
VEKPWV OLKEL EV LPLV O EYELPAC TOV XPLOTOV €K
vekpwv {worolnoel Kal ta Bvnra owpata

UMWV dla TO EVOIKOLV AUTOU rtvevpga gv vuLv
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Verse 10

“And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of

sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”

€l 6€ XPLOTOC €V LMLV TO PEV CWHA VEKPOV dla apapTiav

To O¢ Tvevpa (wn &ia dikaloouvvnyv

el 6e xplotog €v vuwv (ei de Christos en humin) “if however
Christ is in you” .. Paul uses another conjunction (&) which
can be translated — ‘and, but, however’ .. it connects to the
previous verse — “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit,
if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” .. this connection
demonstrates that having the Holy Spirit ‘dwell’ in you is the
same as having ‘Christ in you’ .. that would make sense given
the Nature of God .. He is One God in Three Persons .. a
saved human being is in God and God is in them — Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit ..
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TO pev owpa vekpov Ola apaptiav (to men soma nekron dia
hamartia) “the indeed body is dead on account of sin” .. the
word pev means ‘indeed, truly, on the one hand’ .. cwpa can
mean a physical ‘body, flesh’ or a spiritual body of the saved
(like the ‘Body of Christ’ — e.g. Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians
12:12, 27) .. vekpov means ‘dead body, deceased, corpse,
lifeless, without life, mortal’ .. dla means ‘because of, for the
sake of, through, by, on account of, by reason of’ .. apapTtiav
means ‘sin, missing the mark, a fault’ .. God told Adam that
He would ‘surely die’ if he disobeyed God’s command .. that
‘mortality’ has been passed along from Adam to every human
being (e.g. Romans 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 15:22) .. saved
and unsaved people are mortal .. their physical bodies

eventually die .. but there is a difference ..

To 6¢ mveupa Cwn 6wa dikaloouvny (to de pneuma zGe dia
dikaiosunén) “the however Spirit is life on account of
righteousness” .. Paul uses another conjunction, &g, to help
us understand that a saved person, though mortal, has ‘life’
(Cwn) ‘through, on account of’ (&ia) ‘righteousness’ .. the
word for righteousness (Oikaloouvnv) comes from 6&ikalog

(just, righteous) .. it is the idea of something being made right
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through a legal process .. it speaks to our legal standing
before God as righteous — not because of anything we did -
but because of the ‘righteousness’ of Jesus Christ .. Paul

addressed this earlier in his letter to the Romans ..

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law
is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had
passed over the sins that were previously
committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier

of the one who has faith in Jesus.” Romans 3:21-26
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The ‘promise’ of eternal (everlasting) life is a central part of
the Gospel of Christ .. Christians can make that promise to
unsaved people because Jesus Christ, who died and rose

from the dead — made the promise -

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should

not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and
he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abides on him.” John 3:36

“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word
and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life,
and shall not come into judgment, but has passed
from death into life.” John 5:24

“And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may
have everlasting life; and | will raise him up at the last
day.” John 6:40
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“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me

has everlasting life.” John 6:47

“And | give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My
hand.” John 10:28

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have
sent.” John 17:3

Paul and other apostles also taught that ‘eternal life’ is part of

being saved —

“Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad
and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as
had been appointed to eternal life believed.” Acts
13:48

“so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might
reign through righteousness to eternal life through

Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 5:21
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“But now having been set free from sin, and having
become slaves of God, you have your fruit to
holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:22-23

“For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 2

Corinthians 5:1

“For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the

Spirit reap everlasting life.” Galatians 6:8

“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
to which you were also called and have confessed the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”
1 Timothy 6:12
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“Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus
Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and the
acknowledgment of the truth which accords with
godliness, in hope of eternal life which God,
who cannot lie, promised before time began.” Titus
1:1-2

“But may the God of all grace, who called us to His
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered
a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.”
1 Peter 5:10

“That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life— the life was manifested,
and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to
you that eternal life which was with the Father and

was manifested to us.” 1 John 1:1-2

“And this is the promise that He has promised us—
eternal life.” 1 John 2:25
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“And this is the testimony: that God has given us

eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” 1 John 5:11

“These things | have written to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God, that you may know that you
have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe
in the name of the Son of God.” 1 John 5:13
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Verse 11

Question: how will God give eternal (everlasting) life to mortal

humans? Paul answers that question in verse 11 -

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through

His Spirit who dwells in you.”

€l O TO TIVELPA TOU EYEIPAVTIOG INOOLV €K VEKPWV
OIKEL €V ULUIV O E€YEIPAG TOV XPIOTOV €K VEKPWV
(wortolnoEl Kal Ta BvnNTa owpata LPWVY dla TO EVOLKOLV

aAuToL TIveELaA &V LUV

€l 0€ TO TIVELHPA TOU EYELPAVTOG LNOOLV €K VEKPWV OLKEL EV
LMLV (ei de to pneuma tou egeirantos lesoun ek nekron oikei
en humin) “if now the Spirit of the [One] having raised up
Jesus out from dead dwells in you” .. this connects back to
verse 9 — “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.” .. the Spirit of God

‘dwells’ (lives inside) saved people .. the Spirit of God ‘raised
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up Jesus out from the dead” and ‘dwells in you’ .. what does

that mean for saved people?

O EYEIPAG TOV XPLOTOV €K VeKpwv (worolnoel Kal ta dvnrta
owpaTa VPwv dla TO €VOLKOUV autou mvevpa ev vuwv (ho
egeiras ton christen ek nekron zoopoiései kai ta thnéta
somata humon dia to enoikoun autou pneuma en humin) “the
[One] having raised up Christ out of [the] dead will give life
also to the mortal bodies of you through dwelling His Spirit in

you” .. egeiras (€yeipavtog in other Greek texts) is an aorist
participle and speaks to a past event that has present effects
— the Holy Spirit raising Jesus Christ out of the dead impacts
people after the event — it affects all saved people today and
will affect all people saved in the future .. zOopoiései means
‘to make alive’ to quicken, to give life’ .. it is an active verb in
the ‘future indicative’ .. Paul used the word to help the
Romans understand that their physical resurrection would be
in the future .. their mortal bodies (thneta somata) would
receive life from the Spirit because He ‘dwells’ (lives) in

them ..
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That is true of every saved person, which is primary to the
preaching of the Gospel of Christ. True Christians have
something wonderful to look forward to in the future. Is it
pleasant to die one day because we are mortal? Probably
not. However, it is pleasant to consider that we will rise from
the dead one day because the Spirit of God lives in us as
saved people. We have an eternal hope - “in hope of eternal
life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time

began” ..



Commentary on Romans “The Gospel of God” 89 of 128

Other Commentators

[Church Fathers]

“But he who raised Christ up from the dead will raise
us up also if we do his will and walk in his
commandments and love what he loved, keeping
ourselves from all unrighteousness, covetousness,

love oe money, evil-speaking, false witness, ‘not
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing,” or blow for
blow, or cursing for cursing, but being mindful of what
the Lord said in his teaching.” Polycarp, The Epistle to

the Philippians, 2nd century AD

“Here Paul touches once more on the resurrection,
since this was the most encouraging hope to the
hearer, giving him a sense of security from what
happened to Christ.” Chrysostom, Homilies on

Romans, 4th century AD
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More Recent Commentators

“Although the body is the prey of death on account of
sin, nevertheless the Spirit is life on account of
righteousness, Romans 8:10. (2) And even the mortal
body shall be revivified by Him who raised up Christ
from the dead, because Christ’s Spirit dwelleth in

you, Romans 8:11.” Meyer’s NT Commentary

“Consequences of this indwelling of Christ in the
Christian. In one respect, they are not yet so complete
as might be expected. 10 pev o@pa vekpov: the body,
it cannot be denied, is dead because of sin: the
experience we call death is inevitable for it. T0 6¢
riveOpa Cwn): but the spirit (i.e., the human spirit, as is
shown by the contrast with ocwpa) is life, God-
begotten, God-sustained life, and therefore beyond
the reach of death. As death is due to sin, so is this
life to dikaloouvn. It is probably not real to distinguish
here between “justification” and “moral righteousness
of life,” and to say that the word means either to the

exclusion of the other. The whole argument of chaps.
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6-8. is that neither can exist without the other. No
man can begin to be good till he is justified freely by
God’s grace in Christ Jesus, and no one has been so
justified who has not begun to live the good life in the

spirit.” Expositor’s Greek Testament

“Regeneration by the Holy Spirit brings a new and
Divine life to the soul, though in a feeble state. And
the sons of God have the Spirit to work in them the
disposition of children; they have not the spirit of
bondage, which the Old Testament church was under,
through the darkness of that dispensation. The Spirit
of adoption was not then plentifully poured out. Also it
refers to that spirit of bondage, under which many
saints were at their conversion. Many speak peace to
themselves, to whom God does not speak peace. But
those who are sanctified, have God’s Spirit witnessing
with their spirits, in and by his speaking peace to the
soul. Though we may now seem to be losers for
Christ, we shall not, we cannot, be losers by him in

the end.” Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary
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“And this vitality extends beyond the grave. It will
even react upon that material body which had just
been spoken of as given over to death. Die it must;
but the same Spirit to which the soul owes its life will
also reinfuse life into the dead body, just as the body
of Christ of Himself was raised from the dead.”

Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers

“Your bodies indeed are not exempt from the death
which sin brought in; but your spirits even now have
in them an undying life, and if the Spirit of Him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, even
these bodies of yours, though they yield to the last
enemy and the dust of them return to the dust as it
was, shall yet experience the same resurrection as
that of their living Head, in virtue of the indwelling of
same Spirit in you that quickened Him.” Jamieson-

Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary
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“If you are sanctified by the Spirit, you shall be raised
up by the Spirit also, as Christ was. The wicked also
shall be raised at the last day. But the righteous shall
be raised after a peculiar manner; they shall be raised,
as by the almighty power of God, so by virtue of their
union with Christ as his members, and by virtue of
their relation to the Spirit as his temples. They only
shall partake of a resurrection that is desirable and
beneficial to them. Therefore it is called
emphatically the resurrection of the just, Luke 14:14;
and these two are joined together, as belonging one
to the other; the children of God, and the children of
the resurrection, Luke 20:36.” Matthew Poole’s

Commentary
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“The future resurrection of the believer’s body is in
view here, as the context and the word ‘also’ Indicate.
Our Lord was raised out from among the dead. This is
physical resurrection. The dead saints will be raised
out from among the dead at the time of the Rapture
through the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit.”
Kenneth Wuest, Word Studies in the Greek New

Testament, Romans, Wm. Eerdman’s Publishing, 1955
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Many Bible editors and commentators have given a variety of
titles to the next section of our study of Romans 8. Here are

some of the names -

Sonship Through the Spirit
The Life of the Spirit

Life Through the Spirit
Heirs With Christ

- The Holy Spirit’s Ministries

The editors of Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture,
New Testament, Romans, shared these thoughts about how

the early Church Fathers viewed this next section —

“Romans 8:12 and the following verses were favorites
with the Fathers, who viewed them as an outline of
the Christian life. To their way of thinking, there was
no such thing as a half-hearted Christian. One who
was born against must live the new life in anticipation

of the resurrection. To be filled with the Holy Spirit is
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to be made a child of God, not by nature as Christ
was but by grace. We are God’s children by adoption
and are given strength by the Spirit to live the kind of
life that is required of those who have been so called.
To be a child of God is to be made an heir — the
greatest gift God can give us.” New Testament VI,
InterVarsity Press, 1998, p 203
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Verse 12

“Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh,

to live according to the flesh.”

apa ouvv adeAdol OPEIAETAL ECUEV OL TN OCAPKL TOU

Kata oapka {nv

apa ouv adeldol (ara oun adelphoi) Paul uses two
conjunctions in addressing Christians at Rome (‘brethren’)
that mean ‘therefore, so then, since’ .. apa is a primary
particle that denotes an inference or conclusion .. ouv is
another primary particle that denotes an inference or logical
conclusion from what Paul wrote previously about the
Christian no longer living within the sphere of the evil
nature ..the believer now lives in the sphere of the Holy
Spirit ..

odel\eTal EOPEV OL TN OApPKL (opheiletai esmen ou té sarki)
“debtors we are not to the flesh” .. ogpelleTtal means ‘one
who owes, under obligation’ .. Paul said that Christians do

not owe (are not debtors) to the flesh ..
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Tou Kata oapka Cnv (tou kata sarka zén) “according to flesh to
live” .. Christians are under no ‘obligation’ to the flesh (capki)
to live ‘according to the flesh’ .. that is a remarkable
statement given that unsaved people have no choice in the
matter .. the unsaved have to live according to the flesh, as
Paul wrote a few sentences earlier — “Because the carnal
mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of
God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh

cannot please God.”

Christians owe the ‘flesh’ nothing .. we are not obligated to
the flesh, we are not debtors to the flesh .. Paul expands on

that in the next sentence ..
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Verse 13

“For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but
if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,

you will live.”

€l Yap Kata oapka (NTe PEAAETE artoBvnokelv €1 6¢
TIVELPATL TAG TPA&EIC TOL owpatog¢ Oavatoute

(noeoBe

€l Yap Kata oapka {nte peAAete arobvnokelwv (ei gar kata
sarka zéte mellete apothnéskein) “if for according to flesh you
live you are about to die” .. Paul used two conjunctions, el
yap, to connect to the previous verse .. €l is a particle of
conditionality and yap is a particle that express causation or
explanation .. as Paul wrote earlier, unsaved people live
‘habitually’ under the dominion of the evil nature .. as he

wrote in verse 13, “you will die” ..
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el 6 TIVELHATL TAG TIPAEEIC TOL owpatog Bavatoute (noecbe
(ei de pneumati tas praxeis tou somatos thanatoute zésesthe)
“if however by the Spirit the deeds of the body you put to
death you will live” .. Paul used two more conjunctions here -
el 6e (‘if however, but if’) — which introduces a conditional
clause .. the ‘deeds of the body’ (rpa&elc Tov CwWPATOQ)
speaks to ‘actions, practice, function’ of the ‘human body’ ..
notice that Paul addressed how the Spirit of God dwelling in
a saved person would impact their physical actions

Oavatoute means ‘to put to death, to kill, to mortify, to
subdue’ .. the word is often used in the New Testament to
describe how a saved person is able to ‘put to death’ the
deeds of the flesh through or by the Spirit of God .. Christians
often refer to that as the process of spiritual ‘sanctification’
(aylaopdg — setting apart for holy service, becoming holy,

consecration) ..

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that
you should abstain from sexual immorality; that each
of you should know how to possess his own vessel in

sanctification and honor, not in passion of lust, like the
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Gentiles who do not know God.” 1 Thessalonians
4:3-5

zésesthe (you will live) is future tense, indicative mood,
middle voice .. the future for a saved person is bright indeed!

they will live forever with God ..
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Other Commentaries

“Paul does not prevent them from living their lives in
the flesh, for he was himself in the flesh when he
wrote to them, but he cuts away the lusts of the flesh
which brings death upon a man.” Irenaeus, Against
Heresies 5.10.2, 2nd century AD

“I have quoted this passage so that | might make use
of the apostle’s words to deter your free will from evil
and to exhort it to what is good. Nor should you on
this account glory in man, i.e., in yourselves and not in
the Lord. You are not living according to the flesh, but
are putting the deeds of the flesh to death by the
Spirit.” Augustine, Grace and Free Will 11.23, 4th-5th

centuries AD

“Since we have obtained salvation from Christ the
Lord and have received the grace of the Spirit, we are
obliged to serve him.” Theodoret of Cyr, Interpretation

of the Letter to the Romans, 5th century AD
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“Romans 8:12. "Apa oUv] Draws the inference not
merely from Romans 8:11, but from the contents
closely in substance bound up together of Romans
8:10-11. “Since these blissful consequences are
conditioned by the Spirit that dwelleth in us, we are
not bound to give service to the flesh.” That has not

deserved well of us!” Meyer’s NT Commentary

“Dr. Doddridge paraphrases the verse, ‘Since it is
certain the gratifications of the flesh can do nothing
for us like that which will be done at the resurrection;
and since all present enjoyments are mean and
worthless when compared with that; here is a most
substantial argument for that mortification and
sanctity which the gospel requires. And it necessarily
follows that we are debtors to the Spirit, which gives
us such exalted hopes, and not unto the flesh, that we
should live after the dictates, desires, and appetites

thereof.” Benson Commentary
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“12. debtors] An emphatic word in the verse. Q. d.,
“We are debtors to the Giver of the Spirit; to the flesh
we indeed owe nothing, for its result is death.” The
first part of this statement is unexpressed, but
obviously in point.” Cambridge Bible for Schools and

Colleges

“The righteousness of Christ imputed, secures the
soul, the better part, from death. From hence we see
how much it is our duty to walk, not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit. If any habitually live according to
corrupt lustings, they will certainly perish in their sins,
whatever they profess. And what can a worldly life
present, worthy for a moment to be put against this
noble prize of our high calling? Let us then, by the
Spirit, endeavour more and more to mortify the flesh.”

Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary
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“We are debtors — We owe it as a matter of solemn

obligation. This obligation arises,

(1) From the fact that the Spirit dwells in us;

(2) Because the design of his indwelling is to purify us;

(3) Because we are thus recovered from the death of
sin to the life of religion; and he who has imparted life,

has a right to require that it be spent in his service.

To the flesh - To the corrupt propensities and
passions. We are not bound to indulge them because
the end of such indulgence is death and ruin; Romans
7:21-22. But we are bound to live to God, and to
follow the leadings of his Spirit, for the end is life and
peace; Romans 7:22-23. The reason for this is stated

in the following verse.” Barnes’ Notes on the Bible
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“Assuming that a person lives habitually under the
dominion of the evil nature, Paul says, that person is
about to be dying. The verb is present in tense, and
therefore durative in meaning, indicating habitual
action. The individual who lives habitually under the
dominion of the evil nature is an unsaved person. That
one is on the way to final death in the Lake of Fire.
But the person who by the Holy Spirit. habitually puts
to death the deeds of the body, will live. That person
is a saved person.” Kenneth Wuest, Word Studies in
the Greek New Testament, Romans, Wm. Eerdman’s
Publishing, 1955, p 133

“Paul’s first instruction concerning g what his readers
must do in the struggle with sin destroys several false
views of his believers are made holy: 1) that in a crisis
moment we are immediately made perfect; 2) that we
must ‘let God’ take over while we remain idle; and 3)
that some turning-point decision will propel us to a
higher level of holiness. Rather, the apostle says the
Spirit provides us with the energy and power to

continually and gradually be killing our sins, a process
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never completed in this life. This means the Spirit
uses to accomplish this process is our faithful
obedience to the simple commands of Scripture.” The
MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition, Thomas
Nelson, 2019, p 1556
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“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are
sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer
with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”
Romans 8:14-17

00Ol yap Tveupatt Beov ayovtal ouTol €10V LIOL Beov
oV Yap eAafete rtvevpa OOULAELAG TIAALY €1C PofBov aAA
elaPete mvevpa vwobeolag ev w kKpalopev apBfa o
TaTnE AUTO TO TIVELHA CUPPAPTUPEL TW TIVELPATL NHWV
OTL €0pevV Tekva Beou el 6 TEKVA KAl KANPOVOUOL
KANPOVOUOL eV BEoL CLYKANPOVOUOL &€ XPLOTOU EITIEP

OLUTIACXOMEV va Kal cuvdo&acbwuev
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Verse 14

00Ol yap Tveupatt Beov ayovtal outol €10V vlot Beov (hosoi
gar pneumatic thou agontai houtoi eisin huioi theou) “as
many as for by the Spirit of God are led these sons are of
God” .. Paul begins with a combination pronoun and
conjunction — ocol yap — which connects to the previous
verse — “For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but
if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you
will live.” .. saved people have the Spirit of God living in them
and as such are ‘sons of God’ .. that is an extremely special
relationship to have with God .. Paul used that same phrase
three times in his letter to the Romans and twice in his letter
to the Galatians .. Paul continued to build on the deep
meaning of that ‘sons of God’ relationship in the next verse in

Romans 8 ..
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Verse 15

ov yap eAaPete mvevpa OouvAelag TIAALV €I doov aAA
eAafete mveupa vloBeolag ev w Kpalopev appfa o natnp (ou
gar elabete pneuma douleias palin eis phobon all elabete
pneuma huiothesias en ho krazomen abba ho patér) “not for
you have received a spirit of bondage again to fear but you
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons by whom we cry
abba Father” .. how to unsaved people become saved sons
of God? through supernatural ‘adoption’ .. the word
‘adoption’ is huiothesias and is made up of two Greek words
— viodce (huios - ‘son’) and TiBnu! (tithemi — to place, to set’) ..
the Greeks had a legal system of ‘placing’ someone into a
family as a ‘son’ .. what we know in our culture as
‘adoption’ .. Paul used the legal term to describe what the
Spirit of God does for someone who becomes saved .. He
places them into the ‘family’ of God as an ‘adopted child’ of
God .. an adopted child had all of the legal privileges and
rights as a child who had been physically ‘born’ into a

family .. that is what God has done for us!
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Paul used the comparison of ‘bondage’ (bouAelag — ‘slavery,
servitude, bondage’) to ‘fear’ (dpoBov — ‘terror, alarm, fear’) to
being the freedom and safety of being ‘adopted’ as ‘sons’ of
God .. that marvelous grace of our Heavenly Father is why
Paul said we ‘cry’ (krazomen - ‘shout, cry out, call out’)
‘Abba’ (aBpa - ‘daddy, papa’ - a personal term of
endearment from a child to his/her father) ‘Father’ (matnp -
which comes from a root word for ‘nourisher, protector,
upholder’) .. God nourishes, protects, and upholds His

adopted children — as a great, great Father ..
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Verse 16

QUTO TO TIVEUPA CULUPHPAPTUPEL TW TIVELHUATL NUWV OTL ECUEV
Tekva Beov (auto to pneuma summarturei td6 pneumati hémaon
hoti esmen tekna theou) “Himself the Spirit bears withess
with the spirit of us that we are children of God” .. the word
ouvpdapTupEl (‘bears witness with, to testify together’) speaks
to how God’s Spirit in us bears witness with our spirit to the
fact that saved people are ‘children of God’ .. saved people
are no longer what they were — “by nature children of wrath”
(Ephesians 2:3) and “condemned” (e.g. John 3:18) .. Paul
wrote that saved people have an internal witness to their

being children of God, the Holy Spirit ..
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Verse 17

el 0€ TeEKvVA Kal KANPOvVoOpOlL KAnpovopol pev Beovu
OUYKANPOVOMOL O€ XPLOTOU EITIEQL OCUPTIACXOMEV va KAl
ouvvdo&aoBwyev (ei de tekna kai kleronomoi kléronomoi men
theou sunkléronomoi de christou eiper sumpaschomen hina
kai sundoxasthomen) “if now children also heirs heirs indeed
of God joint-heirs now of Christ if indeed we suffer with Him
so that also we may be glorified together” .. this is a most
remarkable verse .. Paul begins with two conjunctions that
connect to the previous verse — €1 6¢ .. €l sets up a condition
and o€ which is often translated as ‘now’ or ‘but’ .. being a
‘child,” whether born or adopted into a family, had legal
consequences .. Paul wrote “if children, then heirs” .. children
had legal rights as ‘heirs’ .. the Greek word for ‘heirs’ is
kleronomoi and means ‘an inheritor, to receive or possess
through inheritance’ .. in this context Paul wrote that a saved
person, having been adopted as a child into the family of
God, was an ‘heir of God’ (kAnpovopol pev Beov) .. how does
someone go from being under God’s wrath to being an ‘heir

of God?’ .. through Christ! sunkléronomoi de christou (‘joint-



Commentary on Romans “The Gospel of God” 114 of 128

heir, co-heir, participating heir’) .. saved people aren’t just
saved from God’s wrath and condemnation .. they become
‘joint-heirs’ with Jesus Christ! That means they share in what

God has given to His Son, Jesus Christ ..

Paul used the word sunkléronomoi in Ephesians 3:6 — “that
the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel.” .. the
writer to Hebrews used the word in 11:9 — “By faith he dwelt
in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise” .. the Apostle Peter used the word in 1 Peter 3:7 —
“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding,
giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and
as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers
may not be hindered.” .. The Apostle John did not use the
word, but we see clearly in Revelation that the children of
God will rule and reign with Christ forever and ever (e.g.
Revelation 5:10; 20:4-6; 22:5) ..
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Paul then wrote something very interesting — “if indeed we
suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” .. the
conjunction eirtep is an emphatic particle and means ‘since’ ..
Paul emphasized the fact that saved people will suffer with
Christ (ouvprtaoxopev — ‘suffer together with’) .. suffering is
something many modern-day Christians, especially in the
West, don’t understand .. suffering has always been part of
God’s plan for His people .. God made it clear in Genesis
3:25 that His Son would suffer for us .. we see suffering of
God’s people throughout Scripture .. God emphasized to
Isaiah that Israel’s ‘redeemer’ would suffer greatly .. we see
the fulfillment of that prophecy in Christ’s suffering on earth ..
Jesus told His disciples that they would suffer for following
Him and would be persecuted and treated harshly — even
imprisoned and killed .. Jesus told Ananias that He would
show Paul “how many things he must suffer for My name’s
sake” (Acts 9:16) .. Jesus told the Christians in Smyrna — “Do
not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten
days. Be faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of

life” (Revelation 2:10) .. the apostles wrote often to other
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churches about the suffering they would face for following
Christ .. | communicate with many church leaders across the
world who minister in hostile and restricted countries .. many
of their members are imprisoned and killed for following
Christ and sharing the Gospel of Christ .. many pastors have
been killed .. many churches and homes of Christians
destroyed .. suffering has been, is, and will continue to be an
integral part of God’s plan for His children .. thus Paul’s

comment in Romans 8 - “if indeed we suffer with Him.”

If all Christians had to look forward to was suffering and
death with nothing else, we might wonder why .. however,
Paul added these words - “that we may also be glorified
together” .. the apostle used two conjunctions (iva kat — ‘in
order that, so that’ ‘also’) and an aorist verb in the passive
voice and subjunctive mood (ouvoo&aoBwpev — ‘to share in
glory, to glorify together) .. it’s important to remember that
Jesus Christ is our example, our pattern .. we take up our
cross and follow Him .. what do we receive in return? we are
joint-heirs with Christ and will share in His glory! that’s God

plan — shared glory for shared suffering.
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Other Commentaries

“We have received the Spirit to enable us to know the
one to whom we pray, our real Father, the one and
only Father of all, that is, the one who like a Father
educates us for salvation and does away with fear.”
Clement of Alexandria, Stromata 3.11.78.5, 2nd
century AD

“The Spirit of adoption ... bears witness and assures
our spirits that we are children of God after we have
passed from the spirit of slavery and come under the
Spirit of adoption, when all fear has departed. We no
longer act out of fear of punishment but do everything
out of love for the Father. It is right too that the Spirit
of God should be said to bear witness with our spirits
and not with our souls, because the spirit is our better
part.” Origen, Commentary on the Epistle to the

Romans, 3rd century
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“Note the great honor here. For as believers we do
not merely live in the Spirit; we are led by him as well.
The Spirit is meant to have the same power over us
as a pilot over his ship or a charioteer over his horses.
And it is not only the body but the soul which is meant
to be controlled in this way ... Paul uses the Hebrew
word Abba to indicate that sonship given by the Spirit
is true sonship.” Chrysostom, Homilies on Romans
14, 4th century AD

“The sin of the world is a false confidence, a careless,
complacent taking for granted that a man is a
Christian when he is not. The fault, and sorrow, and
weakness of the Church is a false diffidence, an
anxious fear whether a man be a Christian when he is.
There are none so far away from false confidence as
those who tremble lest they be cherishing it. There are
none so inextricably caught in its toils as those who
are all unconscious of its existence and
of their danger. The two things, the false confidence
and the false diffidence, are perhaps more akin to one

another than they look at first sight. Their opposites,
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at all events-the true confidence, which is faith in
Christ; and the true diffidence, which is utter distrust
of myself-are identical. But there may sometimes be,
and there often is, the combination of a real
confidence and a false diffidence, the presence of
faith, and the doubt whether it be present. Many
Christians go through life with this as the prevailing
temper of their minds-a doubt sometimes arising
almost to agony, and sometimes dying down into
passive patient acceptance of the condition as
inevitable-a doubt whether, after all, they be not, as
they say, ‘deceiving themselves’; and in the perverse
ingenuity with which that state of mind is constantly
marked, they manage to distil for themselves a bitter
vinegar of self-accusation out of grand words in the
Bible, that were meant to afford them but the wine of
gladness and of consolation ... God Himself is His
greatest qift. The loftiest blessing which we can
receive is that we should be heirs, possessors of God.
There is a sublime and wonderful mutual possession
of which Scripture speaks much wherein the Lord is

the inheritance of Israel, and Israel is the inheritance



Commentary on Romans “The Gospel of God” 120 of 128

of the Lord. ‘The Lord hath taken you to be to Him a
people of inheritance,” says Moses; ‘Ye are a people
for a possession,’ says Peter. And, on the other hand,
‘The Lord is the portion of my inheritance,” says
David; ‘Ye are heirs of God,” echoes Paul. On earth
and in heaven the heritage of the children of the Lord
is God Himself, inasmuch as He is with them for their
delight, in them to make them ‘partakers of the divine
nature,” and for them in all His attributes and actions.”

MacLaren’s Expositions

“Are the sons of God - Are adopted into his family,
and are his children. This is a name of endearment,
meaning that they sustain to him this relation; that
they are his friends, disciples, and imitators; that they
are parts of the great family of the redeemed, of
whom he is the Father and Protector. It is often
applied to Christians in the Bible; Job 1:6; John
1:12; Philippians 2:15; 1 John 3:1-2; Matthew
5:9, Matthew 5:45; Luke 6:35. This is a test of piety

which is easily applied.
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(1) are we conscious that an influence from above has
been drawing us away from the corrupting passions
and vanities of this world? This is the work of the

Spirit.

(2) are we conscious of a desire to yield to that
influence, and to be conducted in the path of purity
and life? This is an evidence that we are the sons of
God.

(3) do we offer no resistance; do we follow cheerfully,
and obey this pure influence, leading us to mortify
pride, subdue passion, destroy lust, humble ambition,
and annihilate the love of wealth and of the world? If
so, we are his children. God will not lead us astray;
and our peace and happiness consists only in yielding
ourselves to this influence entirely, and in being willing
to be conducted by this unseen hand “beside the still

waters of salvation.” Barnes’ Notes on the Bible
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“This life in the Spirit implies a special relation to God
—that of sons. | say of sons; for when you first
received the Holy Ghost it was no spirit of bondage
and reign of terror to which you were admitted, but
rather the closest filial relation to God. This filial
relation is attested by the Divine Spirit endorsing the
evidence of our own consciousness, and it includes
all that such a relation would naturally include—
sonship, heirship, nay, a joint-heirship in the glory of
Christ, who is Himself pre-eminently the Son.”

Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers

“adoption] Same word as Galatians 4:5; Ephesians
1:5. The relationship of God’s children to their Father
is sometimes viewed as generative, for the change in
their wills amounts to a change, as it were, of life and
person—a new birth (see 1 Peter 1:3; &c.): sometimes
as adoptive, in respect of the
divinely legal redemption which procures to them this
inner change, and also in distinction from the

essential and eternal Sonship of Christ, the “Own
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Son” of the Father.” Cambridge Bible for Schools and
Colleges

“The Spirit of adoption doth not only excite us to call
upon God as our Father, but it doth ascertain and
assure us (as before) that we are his children. And this
it doth not by an outward voice, as God the Father to
Jesus Christ; nor by an angel, as to Daniel, and the
virgin Mary; but by an inward and secret suggestion,
whereby he raiseth our hearts to this persuasion, that
God is our Father, and we are his children. This is not
the testimony of the graces and operations of the
Spirit, but of the Spirit itself. Conceive it thus; A man’s
own spirit doth witness to him his adoption, he finds
in himself, upon diligent search and examination, the
manifest signs and tokens thereof. But this testimony
of itself is weak, and Satan hath many ways and wiles
to invalidate it; therefore, for more assurance, it is
confirmed by another and greater testimony, and that
is of the Spirit himself; he withesses with our spirits,
and seals it up unto us; he first works grace in our

hearts, and then witnesseth to it. This testimony is not
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alike in all believers, nor in any one of them at all
times; it is better felt than expressed. He witnesseth
to our spirit (so some read) by a distinct and
immediate testimony, and witnesses with our spirit (so
the word properly signifies) by a conjunctive and

concurrent testimony.” Matthew Poole’s Commentary

“And if children, then heirs — Those that are really the
children of God by adoption and grace, are not only
under his peculiar direction, protection, and care, and
shall be supplied with all things which God sees will
be good for them; not only have they free liberty of
access to God, and intercourse with God, as dutiful
children have access to, and intercourse with, their
father; but they are heirs of God — Heirs of the
heavenly inheritance, and by the redemption of their
bodies, being made immortal like God, they shall
enjoy that inheritance. See note on 1 Peter 1:3. And
joint-heirs with Christ — Entering into his joy, Matthew
25:21; sitting down on his throne, Revelation 3:21;
partaking of his glory, John 17:22; Php
3:21; Colossians 3:4; 1 Corinthians 15:49;



Commentary on Romans “The Gospel of God” 125 of 128

and inheriting all things, Revelation 21:7, jointly with
him who is heir of all things, Hebrews 1:2. Only it must
be observed, he is heir by nature, we by grace. If so
be that we suffer with him — Willingly and cheerfully
for righteousness’ sake: that is, we shall enjoy these
glorious and heavenly blessings, provided we be
willing, not only to deny ourselves all prohibited carnal
gratifications, and to govern our lives by his precepts,
but also to suffer with him whatever reproach, infamy,
persecution, and other injuries we may be called to
undergo, in conformity to him, for the honour of God,
and the testimony of a good conscience; that we may
be also glorified together — With him, which we
cannot be in any other way than by suffering with him:
he was glorified in this way, and so must we be. Here
the apostle passes to a new proposition, on which he
enlarges in the following verses; opening a source of
consolation to the children of God in every age, by
drinking at which they may not only refresh
themselves under the severest sufferings, but derive
new strength to bear them with fortitude.” Benson

Commentary
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“Ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear” — there is not that spirit of fear within you,
wondering about your spiritual condition, unhappy,
and despondent. Instead, you are filled with joy
because you are His child, And the Spirit of God wells
up within you, saying, ‘Abba, Father.” J. Vernon
McGee, Thru the Bible, Romans, 1983, p 701

“The Holy Spirit bears testimony to our human spirit
that we are children of God (teknon, without article,
thus, children of God by nature), and our Spirit-
energized spirit thus joins the Holy Spirit in a joint-
testimony to that fact.” Kenneth Wuest, Word Studies
in the Greek New Testament, Romans, Wm. B.

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955, p 135

“Every believer has been made an heir of God, our
Father (Matt. 6:12; 9:15; 1 Pet. 1:4). We will inherit
eternal salvation (Titus 3:7), God Himself (Lam. 3:24;
cf Ps. 73:25; Rev. 21:3), glory (5:2), and everything in
the universe (Heb. 1:2) ... we suffer with Him. Proof of

the believer’'s ultimate glory is that he suffers —
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whether it comes as mockery, ridicule, or physical
persecution — because of His Lord (Matt. 5:10-12;
John 15:18 - 21; 2 Cor. 4:17; 2 Tim. 3:12)” The
MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition, Thomas
Nelson, 2019, p 1556
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Next eBook

Paul focuses on our future glory and God’s everlasting love in

the next parts of our study of the Gospel of God.
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